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About the Exhibition
Biblio Spectaculum is a national juried exhibition of artist books and text-based visual
works juried by Rochester, NY artist, designer, and educator Scott McCarney. This exhibition
features 33 artists from 12 states and includes artist books, painting, drawing, printmaking,
ceramics, video, and mixed media pieces. While the idea for this juried exhibition started
as a show of artist books, we are pleasantly surprised by the range in media, materials,
and execution of the selected artwork.
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Exhibition Juror
Scott McCarney is an artist, designer, and
educator based in Rochester, NY. He received
formal design training at Virginia Commonwealth
University, Richmond, VA in the 1970s, and earned
an advanced degree in photography from the
University at Buffalo/Visual Studies Workshop,
Rochester, NY in the 1980s. His primary art
practice has been in book form since 1980
and spans many media, from offset and digital
printing to sculptural and site-specific installation.
His works are widely distributed and can be found in the collections of The Museum of Modern
Art, New York; Victoria & Albert Museum, London; and Yale University Art Gallery, among others.

“

First I’d like to thank Main Street Arts for inviting me to be the juror of Biblio Spectaculum, and
for navigating a difficult time to keep this exhibition afloat. Thanks also to the artists whose
submissions made me realize this would be as much a task of curation as jurying. The diversity of
concepts, media, and distinctive voices provided a rich pool from which to assemble this exhibition.
The criteria I used in selecting these works was drawn from the overall themes of “book” and ”text”
presented in the prospectus for Biblio Spectaculum. This includes work that investigates formal
representations of letterforms, the meaning of words, as well as conventional and unconventional
uses of language. The variety of media employed, from ink on paper to pixels on screen, illustrate
the multiple uses of text in contemporary art practice. Text operates on so many different levels,
the selections follow suit: some cut and burn; inform or instruct; shape, mold and color; trick and
entertain — the common factor being they all make you think.
Reviewing this work and making selections while sheltering-at-home, though a welcomed
distraction, was a stark reminder of how quickly our world is changing. It also emphasized
how important language is (visual as well as verbal) as a method of human communication
in this time of social isolation and transition. Text and the book form inherently make a personal
connection with the reader/viewer at some level. I think this gathering of work meets that mark.

—Scott McCarney, exhibition juror

”

Fern Apfel (Kinderhook, NY)
“These images represent relationships that were maintained across distances and referential
dialogues extending through many years. In old letters we find loved ones, parents, old friends,
and our old selves. These paintings present life not as then versus now, but as an inescapable
circle of time and memory.”
Fern Apfel has exhibited widely in the Hudson Valley and Capital Region of New York where
she lives. Apfel’s work is in the collections of The Hyde Collection, The Tang Teaching Museum,
The Albany Institute of History and Art, SUNY Albany Museum and The Shaker Museum
Mount Lebanon.
www.ferntapfel.com

Mariana Baquero (Gainesville, FL)
“Clay is the perfect medium for telling stories. In its raw state it is plastic and pliable, recording
every touch. Heat transforms it into an archival material, a way for past generations to speak
to future generations. I use ceramic vessels to explore connections between memory, history,
and material culture.”
Mariana Baquero was a corporate lawyer before succumbing to the pleasures of clay.
She completed her Master of Fine Arts at the University of Florida in 2016 and exhibits
her work nationally. She currently works as an artist and teacher in Gainesville, Florida.
www.marianabaquero.com

Evan Bobrow

(Rochester, NY)

“Clay is the perfect medium for telling stories. In its raw state it is plastic and pliable, recording
every touch. Heat transforms it into an archival material, a way for past generations to speak
to future generations. I use ceramic vessels to explore connections between memory, history,
and material culture.”
Mariana Baquero was a corporate lawyer before succumbing to the pleasures of clay.
She completed her Master of Fine Arts at the University of Florida in 2016 and exhibits
her work nationally. She currently works as an artist and teacher in Gainesville, Florida.
www.marianabaquero.com

Katie Brown (Rochester, NY)
“Using heterogeneous groupings of items that have washed ashore, I have created a series
of still-life paintings that dive deep into the history and mystery of these lost and found objects.
I create my composition based on my impression and interpretation of that story.”
Katie Brown received her MFA from Boston University in 2010 and my B.A. from Mercyhurst
University in 2006. She is currently a middle school art teacher in the Pittsford Central School
District. She paints at night and on the weekends when her kids (2 and 4 years old) are sleeping.
katherinebrownartist.com

Jenny Cox (Wynnewood, PA)
“Every day I work on pictures. I take words from the box and put them on the paper. I love any
one of these colors, and try to put as many as I can. The X goes at front and back. I just like
doing it, it’s a good thing.”
Jenny Cox (b. 1959) is an artist at Center for Creative Works, an art studio for adults with
developmental disabilities. Her work has been exhibited widely, from New York to Melbourne,
and she had her first solo exhibition at Fleisher/Ollman Gallery in 2018.
centerforcreativeworks.org/jenny-cox

Michael Darcy (Rochester, NY)
“My recent books have explored the union of form and content in an attempt to make physical
objects with sums that are greater than their parts. I have been questioning how form, materiality,
and structure shape our understanding of image and text.”
Michael Darcy is a photographer and bookmaker living in Rochester NY, where he was born
in 1992. He is currently pursuing an MFA at the Visual Studies Workshop. In 2014, Michael
graduated from Fitchburg State University with a Bachelor of Science in Communications,
concentrating in photography.

Ben DiNino

(Minneapolis, MN)

“In my biblio-excavations I remove the extraneous text leaving only specific images. This creates
a collage that was ever-present in the book. The textblock is sealed shut so that only the cover
opens. This offers easy display and storage of the pieces with a readable library when not on view.”
Ben DiNino is a book and collage artist. He posts one new work on Instagram daily and is involved
in many international collaborative projects. He is a founding member of the Twin Cities Collage
Collective. Ben lives in Minneapolis with his partner and two children.
www.bendinino.com

Monica Drake (Glendale, CA)
“This artwork combines everyday items from the past with tactile materials to evoke
nostalgia and the poetry of memory. Many of the materials are ordinary, found objects,
but together with the marketing copy and literary excerpts make you see more than just
the mundane items themselves.”
Monica Drake is a nostalgist, collage and assemblage artist. She has a B.A. from California
State University Los Angeles where she trained in the performing arts, and has recently
transitioned into the visual arts. Monica resides in Southern California but is a small
town girl at heart.

Connie Ehindero

(Rochester, NY)

“I started working with words during religious services. Paraphrasing homilies, hymns, and
prayers helped formulate a new language that expressed my earth and people dis/location/
connections thoughts. I searching poetry, lyrics, and literature. Sources include Kabbalah
poetry, Bruce Springsteen, the bible, 1940’s American Negro Poets, Bob Dylan and the
Presbyterian Hymnal.”
Connie Ehindero, Rochester, NY, received her BFA from St Lawrence University. After a career
in advertising, she began painting in 2008 using a National Foundation for the Arts grant.
An environmental landscape painter, she has shown extensively. The forests, lakes, marshes
and dunes of NY form her spiritual home.
connieehindero.com

Roni Gross

(New York, NY)

“I am focused on creating an environment in which to experience a written text. Working
with poetry, predominantly of living poets, I try to to capture the quality and rhythm of speech.
I have been letterpress printing throughout my career, seeing it as a sculptural medium.”
Roni Gross is a book artist who trained as a musician and then as a choreographer. She is
interested in the theater of the book, it’s pacing, the music of language, and the resonance of
color. Her limited edition letterpress printed books are published under the press name Z’roah.
ronigross.com

Molly Haig (Middlebury, VT)
“My work explores layers, language, and systems. I combine analog and digital processes
including animation, collage, scanning, typography, photography, and writing. My projects
invite the viewer to wonder alongside me about an object, an idea, or a pieceof language.”
Molly is a freelance graphic designer and artist based in Brooklyn. She is originally
from Ann Arbor, MI, and has an MFA in graphic design from Boston University and
a BA in psychology from Yale.
mollyhaig.com

James Hannaham (Brooklyn, NY)
“For a number of years, I have been using wall texts, or, as museum curators refer to them,
‘didactics,’ as a way to examine and critique the voices of authority that tell us how to feel
about art, art history, and ultimately about our lives.”
James Hannaham has exhibited text-based visual art at The Center for Emerging Visual
Artists, 490 Atlantic, Kimberly-Klark Gallery, Asphodel, and James Cohan Galleries.
He teaches in the Department of Writing at the Pratt Institute.

Courtney Hassmann (Houston, TX)
“My work is about repetition, routines, and the formation of habits. Through the loss of awareness
that comes from the meditative practice of building with clay, I explore the comfort and freedom
of thought that comes with doing the same things you’ve always done.”
Courtney Hassmann is a ceramic artist in Houston, Texas. She received her BFA from
the University of North Texas in 2016 and is currently working and teaching in Houston.
courtneyhassmann.com

Holland Hopson (Tuscaloosa, AL)
“My work uses sound and language to think about consciousness and systems of knowledge.
My materials are usually off-the-shelf components: computers and their accessories, databases,
alphabets. My creative process is situated as much within the code running in the background
as within the audible and visible parts.”
Holland Hopson is a sound and media artist, composer and improviser. Recent exhibits
include the Southern Sonic sound art festival at the Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans,
Louisiana and SCREEN2019:Climates. Holland is Assistant Professor of Arts Entrepreneurship
in New College at the University of Alabama.
hollandhopson.com

Will Kaplan (Astoria, NY)
“I’m a mixed media writing artist, mixing printmaking, collage, and words to depict and critique
our visually saturated world. I begin work with a craving for a given process, a desire for its
specific physical feeling. The emergent themes circle binaries of gender, inorganic and natural,
or self and surroundings.”
Writing artist Will Kaplan grew up in New Jersey, exploring highway hemmed nature preserves.
After graduating Skidmore College in 2017, Kaplan has made a new home in New York City.
He currently serves as a board member at the Manhattan Graphics Center, and works for
alternative art gallery, CENTRAL BOOKING.
cargocollective.come/willkaplanwritingartist

Beth Lee

(Bozeman, MT)

“My primary focus, and my entrance into art, has been alphabet, symbols, and mark making.
Mark-making as a means of communication across time, the alphabet as a repository of
knowledge and memory – these are what inspire me. The personality of the mark grabs me,
and the physicality of it.”
Beth Lee is a calligrapher and book artist living in Bozeman, Montana. She holds a BFA
from FSU. She has worked as a freelance calligrapher and graphic designer since 1982.
She is the calligraphy correspondent for the GBW Newsletter. Her work may be found
in collections around the United States.
www.callibeth.com

Elizabeth Lee (Cohoes, NY)
“Lettering and calligraphy have always been of interest to me and an integral part of my career
as an artist. Each letter is a complex design included in a multitude of typefaces with many
variations but always recognizable.”
Elizabeth Lee was born and raised in Colonie, N.Y.She is a graduate of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn
N.Y. in Advertising Design. Ms. Lee holds a Masters Degree from Buffalo State College.
She taught art at Shaker High School until her retirement in 1983.

Sue Leopard (Rochester, NY)
“Winter in upstate NY. Every winter seems worse than the last. Even Shakespeare opined
on the subject as noted in this book. Where we might be headed is a subject for all of us
to pay serious heed to now. For the future of those who would come after us.”
Sue Huggins Leopard is an artist based in Rochester N.Y., who specializes in artists’ books
and small limited editions. She exhibits internationally and her work is in prominent public
and private collections worldwide.
leopardstudioeditions.com

Ryan Lewis (Kalamazoo, MI)
“Everted Sanctuaries VI communicates about the complex needs of introverts. A transformed
book functions as a metaphor for the often uncomfortable process of becoming temporarily
extroverted. Everted Sanctuaries VI explores the contortions necessary to fit in and asks
viewers to consider the depth and vulnerability concealed beneath silent surfaces.”
Ryan Lewis is an artist, animator, graphic designer, and assistant professor at Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo, MI. Ryan’s video work has been exhibited and screened
nationally and internationally. Ryan earned an MFA in Graphic Design from Ohio University
and a BFA in Graphic Design from Utah State University.

Bachrun LoMele (Pinehurst, CA)
“I have sought to unite disparate motivations in my art pursuit - first, to find a visual expression
that I recognize as true and consistent for myself, mostly formed in response to historic sources.
Second— to learn from other contemporary artists and thereby participate in the art currents
of our time.”
Pursuing a non-public approach to my art career through art school and years as a freelance
illustrator in NYC, for the past 15 years I have developed my practice in a remote rural location
in the Sierra Nevada foothills — from whence to build, perhaps counterintuitively, a more
public presence.
www.bachrunlomele.com

Joseph Lupo

(Morgantown, WV)

“In 2005 I began to deconstruct comics. This strategy gives me the opportunity to take apart,
reorganize, and complicate a cultural artifact that is familiar, knowable, and considered complete.
This work applies systems like alphabetization or anagrams to text found inside certain word balloons.”
Joseph Lupo is currently a Professor at West Virginia University. His work has been a part of over
80 different solo and group exhibitions. Joseph’s work is included in various permanent collections
including the Denver Art Museum, the Spencer Museum of Art, and the Billy Ireland Cartoon
Library & Museum.
www.josephlupo-portfolio.com

Melissa Matson (Honeoye Falls, NY)
“Mark-making represents the desire to communicate across distance and time. The improvised
cursive in my work suggests text of an unfamiliar language whose meaning is elusive yet
somehow relevant. ‘Pages’ of screen-printed and burned silk are connected in ways which
imply and encourage (e)motion — the vitality of human interaction.”
Throughout her musical career Melissa has been drawn to the creation of tactile, tangible
art. From her childhood in Northern California to her stint in a professional string quartet
and decades as principal violist of the Rochester Philharmonic, Melissa was always curious
and eager to “make stuff” that lasts.

Barbara McFadyen (Chapel Hill, NC)
“I believe the untamed beauty of nature and the experience of awe can remind us of our
place in the world, and a meaning that lies beneath all hectic demands of the everyday.
My work examines this beauty, remembering, love and loss, and finding solace through
reflections of the past.”
Barbara McFadyen is a metalsmith, enamelist, and inventive book artist. Since discovering
the medium of Artists Books at Penland School of Craft, she explores combining her jewelry
skills in unique artists’ books. Barbara earned her MFA in 2017 from ECU. She lives and works
in Chapel Hill, NC.
www.barbaramcfadyen.com

Jacqueline Viola Moulton
(Seattle, WA)
“Dear City / Dear Lover is an interdisciplinary project visually performing unanswerable
and fragmented letters to archetypal figures such as ‘City’ and ‘Lover’. Interior and private,
these poems now hang exterior and public—executing a rupture of perceived borders
between inside / outside, between past / present, rupturing time and space.”
Jacqueline Viola Moulton is an artist and writer living and working in Seattle, WA.
She is a Ph.D. Candidate in Philosophy and Aesthetics.

Joy Nagy (New York, NY)
“I am a multi medium artist, my current series ‘The Golden Door’ consists of twenty five language
translations of a stanza of The New Colossus, written in 1883, by Emma Lazarus. Each translation,
provided by a friend or acquaintance, their words, on porcelain echo the fragility of our times.”
Joy Nagy (b. New York City, New York ) works in a variety of media including drawing, painting,
and sculpture. Her work is an intuitive response to daily life, from the broken egg shells on her
kitchen counter to world events and current news.
www.joynagy.com

Sue O’Donnell (Bloomsburg, PA)
“My work combines experimental book arts and conceptual narratives. I re-contextualize
memories into constructions and installations that offer insight into the connections
and paths that make up my history. What I hope to reveal is a deeper understanding
and connection we have within ourselves and with each other.”
O’Donnell earned her MFA at SUNY Purchase after having worked for many years as a freelance
graphic designer in Buffalo, NY. She joined the faculty at Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania
in 2007 where she teaches graphic print/book design. Her past teaching includes Southeastern
Louisiana University, Purchase College, and Manhattanville College.
sueodonnell.net

Rosemary Rae (El Cajon, CA)
“My artist books are curated from found materials and integrate type and images from
magazines, discarded books and vintage ephemera. My interest in typography reaches
from my professional design work into my more experimental projects and explores
the relationship between space, color, poetry and celebrates experiment and play.”
Rosemary Rae works as a designer in San Diego, California and has a BFA from Moore
College of Art + Design in Philadelphia, PA, has studied Typography at the School of Visual
Arts, NYC/Rome and has a MFA in Graphic Design from Vermont College of Fine Arts.
www.rosemaryraedesign.com

Terry Schupbach-Gordon
(Tobaccoville, NC)
“I will begin with the fact that my visual arts career is only part of what I do, I work also as
a storyteller, puppeteer, co-director of Catbird Press, and as an advocate for disability issues.
I am drawn to printmaking and books because they are made by hand.”
I was born in 1952. I taught Printmaking and Book Arts at Kenyon College 1979-83, and at the
Minneapolis College of Art and Design, 1983-1988. In 1988 I moved to North Carolina and
established Catbird (on the Yadkin) Press, a printmaking and artist book press on the Yadkin River.
www.terryschupbachgordon.com

Heather Swenson (Rochester, NY)
“I’m influenced by daily observations and incidental facets of the built world. By collecting mental
images, and physical ones on my phone, I bring this catalogue of structures, objects, and shapes
into my studio. My work investigates how a flexible relationship between photographic representation
and recollection influences sense of place.”
Heather Swenson is multidisciplinary artist working and living in Rochester, New York.
She was awarded NYSCA funded residency program at Alfred University, has shown work
in multiple exhibitions, and was recently commissioned to produce a large scale public art
installation for Rochester Contemporary Art Center.
www.heatherswenson.com

Cynthia Laureen Vogt
(Brooklyn, NY)
“My photographic collage works are meditations on the abstract mechanics of language, the body,
and rhythm. Using the book form as a site for the gathering and dispersion of linguistic signs, collage
elements become a meta-language; themselves representations of the very text, paper, or support
over which they are layered.”
Born in Detroit, Michigan, Cynthia Laureen Vogt lives in Brooklyn, NY. With a Masters in Fine
Art from the University of Arizona she has exhibited artwork both in the United States and
abroad. Her work has garnered critical notice and awards and is included in numerous private
and public collections.
cynthialaureenvogt.com

Stephanie Warchol (Rochester, NY)
“Since high school I have explored identity through my artwork. As an adult, I now focus on
family, tradition and memory, which I continue to investigate in this new series. These cyanotypes
feature digitally collaged, vintage family photos, text, and post cards, along with some of my
own recent photographs.”
Stephanie Warchol lives in Irondequoit, NY and works full time as an Art Teacher. She has been
exploring photography for over twenty years, and received a BFA from The University at Buffalo,
and an MSEd from Nazareth College. She owns SMK Photography, which specializes in onsite
event, and family photography.
smkphoto.net

Muhammad Zaman (Buffalo, NY)
“I am an Urban Artist specialized in calligraphy. My style incorporates three different languages
that make up my identity: English since I’m American, the Bangla, language of my father, and
Arabic which is the language of my religion. My artworks are mainly acrylic on canvas, wood
or paper, and murals.”
Zaman is a urban calligrapher and calligraffiti artist, who was always fascinated by languages,
lettering, and calligraphy of different parts of the world. His artworks are in galleries, museums,
and public spaces all over theworld. Zaman developed a personal style through calligraphy
and his abstract artworks share positive messages.
www.zmnart.com

Joseph Ziolkowski

(Batavia, NY)

“It is not the single photograph, but the accumulation of a lifetime of work that interest me.
A pile-up, chance discovery; when a location, elements, weather, wind, season, light, time
of day all come together to make the ordinary before me, extraordinary in a photograph,
a coincidental tourist of life.”
(Jacksonville, FL) MSED, Nazareth College of Rochester. MFA, School of the Art Institute
of Chicago, BA, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. SUNY Chancellor’s Awards for
Excellence for 2017-18. Associate Professor of Photography and Art at SUNY Genesee
Community College. Author of two monographs, Walking the Line (1992) and Pressure (1997).
www.joe-ziolkowski.com

