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Aurora Abzug (Upper Saddle River, NJ)
“My work ties the ways in which my generation uses social media, to the ways our forebears represented food
and commodities in academic art. Also, I seek to explore my difficult, complicated, and often self-contradictory
relationship with food, and how it affects my relationships with my friends and with myself.”
Aurora Abzug was born in New York City and raised in New Jersey. She graduated from the Studio Arts program
at Bard College in 2019. She has shown at several galleries in New York City, and is an AXA Art Prize 2019 finalist.
aurorabja.wixsite.com/portfolio

Jimmie Arroyo (Tenafly, NJ)
“I have always loved working with the human form. My preference is for what society calls flaws and imperfections,
but my goal is to show beauty in all forms.”
Jimmie Arroyo lives in New jersey where he creates mostly at night after his full time job. He is inspired by many artists
such as Klimt, Schiele, Turner, plus many contemporary artists.

Becky Bailey (Mendham, NJ)
“When the most accepted ideologies pride competition over connection, the result is alienation and loneliness.
Instead, I make work that celebrates shared experience. I explore the feeling of solidarity and electricity between
individuals that can result from shared participation in an activity — a phenomena Émile Durkheim called
‘collective effervescence.’”
Becky Bailey is a visual artist based out of New Jersey. Her interdisciplinary practice blends painting, printmaking,
collage, sculpture, and design. She recently completed residencies at The Studios at MASS MoCA and ChaNorth,
and has shown work in exhibitions across the U.S., including New York, Philadelphia, Nebraska, and Massachusetts.
www.beckybaileystudio.com

Andrea Barone (Eliot, ME)
“I am interested in the edges of understanding: fleeting moments; illusions and façades; the uncanny. My work
results from focused observation of these events: recording and recreating the experience. I am chasing meaning
and searching for what is real. I advocate for active seeing and for noticing.”
Andrea Barone is a painter who approaches her work through interdisciplinary exploration. She is an observer
of sensory experiences, fleeting phenomena, and the power of illusion. Barone was born in Ohio; educated at Miami
University (BFA), SMFA Boston (Post-Bac), and SUNY Purchase (MFA). She currently lives and works in Maine.
andrealohsebarone.com

Sara Basher (Rochester, NY)
“My work explores the ways in which we nourish ourselves. While it is often quite literally with food, the ways
in which people can connect to others and themselves in acts of nourishment are abundant. We eat, we listen,
and with or without some heavier moments, we laugh.”
Sara lives in Rochester, NY. She paints out of her studio in the Hungerford Building. When she’s not painting,
you can find her petting her cats or feeding her friends so she can take reference photos for future paintings.
www.sbasher.com

Deborah Beardslee (Rochester, NY)
“Concept development and systems thinking are priorities that influence my photographic work, and honor long-time
sensitivities toward detail, color, pattern, rhythm and conceptual experimentation. This work is a multi-photo “juxtaposition”
(not initially gathered to be combined). I prioritize creating thought-provoking visual messages, and selecting work titles
that prompt additional emergent meaning.”
Deborah Beardslee is an artist and designer in the Rochester area, and an associate professor in the School of Design
at RIT. Her creative work focuses primarily on photographic concepts/potentials, as well as jewelry making and thematic
design presentations and articles. Her work has been exhibited and published nationally.

Deborah Bilinski (Interlaken, NY)
“I aim for non-traditional subject matter. The landscapes focus on light and color. In still lifes, I aim for both
a challenge for me, the painter, and for an interest beyond the objects for the viewer. Acrylics allow me to do
quick layering of color and detail.”
In Michigan, Deborah Bilinski was a student of Leslie Masters (Color Theory) and Sergio DeGuisti (Life Drawing).
Professionally, she has exhibited in various shows in Arizona, Michigan, and New York. She is a signature member
of the Rochester Art Club.

Collin Blackmore (Earlville,NY)
“I take pride in the quality of my craftsmanship. It provides a framework for my creativity and is like my signature.
While my work reflects my training and expertise in industrial techniques, I also draw my inspiration from the shapes,
balance, and forces of nature.”
Collin Blackmore is trained as a jeweler, welder, and machinist, and has worked in engineering and custom metal
fabrication shops. Several years ago, he returned to making things of his own design. Everything that Collin makes
is hand crafted, starting with plain sheet metal, wire, and various steel bar.
www.collinblackmore.com

Sarah Bogdal (Nashville, TN)
“My work combines my artistic practice with my reading practice. Prints begin with visualizing scenes
from the book while reading, then bringing them to life with a linoleum block and carving tool.”
Sarah Bogdal lives and works in Nashville, Tennessee, and graduated from Watkins College of Art with a BFA
in 2018. Sarah runs marketing and children’s art classes at Paper & Ink Arts, and has a studio membership
at Platetone Printmaking, Paper, and Book Arts, where she prints her work.
www.spaghettibolognese.work

Karen Bradfield (Buffalo, NY)
“I paint fragments of ocean, land and the built environment in effort to understand my present location, both physically and
emotionally. This includes trying to understand broader impacts of displacement on adaptability and resiliency of all people.”
Karen Bradfield is retired and lives in Buffalo, NY. This year she has exhibited work in the 1st annual LGBTQ+ exhibit,
Erie Art Gallery (award), Erie, PA; Anne Metzger Biennial, St. Louis Artists’ Guild, St. Louis, MO; Tall Grass Arts Association,
Chicago, IL and Artists Group Gallery, Buffalo, NY.
karenbradfield.com

Paul Brandwein (Rochester, NY)
“My work explores the connection we have to the natural world in forms and images that straddle the abstract
and the surreal. It has a strong visceral feel to it that comes partly from my background it ceramics and partly
from my love of vivid rich color.”
Paul started a craft business after college, and then moved to Rochester, NY where he taught in The College at Brockport,
State University of New York and the Rochester City School District. Over the course of his career he has exhibited his work
in galleries across the country.
brandweinart.com

Kate Brier (Doylestown, PA)
“For my current series, I use graphite and acrylic paint to crisply render each image. Mostly, this series is dealing with
the idea of ‘keeping the faith’ through a difficult experience. Also, how one can choose to move forward with dignity
and grace, especially during a difficult time.”
Born in 1988, Katie Brier studied with artist Niko Chocheli and went on to earn her BFA from SMFA and Tufts University.
After the birth of her daughter in 2014, she returned to her first love, painting. Her pieces are often inspired by dreams,
the subconscious, and spirituality.
www.katiebrier.com

Katie Brown (Rochester, NY)
“I am a collector of objects and things and have always been a treasure hunter. I have written a history for objects
in my head, whose hands have touched them, and the journey the object has taken to get to me. I paint these
objects into these stories.”
Katie Brown attended Mercyhurst University for her B.A. and Boston University for her MFA. She has been teaching
fine arts k-12 for the last 13 years and is currently teaching visual art the Pittsford Central School District. She lives
in Pittsford, NY with her husband and two children.
katherinebrownartist.com

Cherie Burbach (Oostburg, WI)
“I use ephemera, acrylic paints, oil sticks, pastels, and ink. Very often words combine with the art in some way, either
from Bible verses or lines from my original poetry. I encourage people to get up close to my art and see the small
details that are included.”
Cherie Burbach has been an artist and writer since she was very young. Words and images have always been linked
for her when it comes to expression and creativity. She likes to paint with vibrant colors that offer a positive, hopeful
message. For her, art is all about emotion.
www.cherieburbach.com

Kathy Calderwood (Victor NY)
“I work with Jung’s idea of archetypal psychology in an attempt to create a universal visual mythology. With equal parts
of humor, reverence, and candor, I invent my own symbols of behavior based on real life. My work incorporates both
realistic and neo-surrealistic sensibilities.”
Calderwood’s paintings have been exhibited in 27 states, seven European countries, and Japan. Galleries and museums that
have featured her work include The Art Institute of Chicago, Los Angeles County Museum, The Museum of Contemporary Art,
The Hirschorn Museum, The Memorial Art Gallery, Charles Rand Penney Collection, The Everson Museum of Art, and American University in DC. Her Archetypes were exhibited at the Florence Biennale in 2011.
www.kathycalderwood.com

Jaye Cardinal (Los Angeles, CA)
“Sculpture and paintings are the two main mediums of my practice. Texture plays a large role in my artwork, and I use
multiple layers of various materials to achieve different consistencies. My inspiration comes from how I feel and the goal
to manifest emotions into something visual.”
Jaye Cardinal is a 25 year old emerging artist based in Los Angeles. Being the daughter of a visual artist, art has always
been a major part of her life. She studied art at Santa Monica College before having to discontinue her education, and has
maintained her practice beyond her leave.
jayercardinal.wixsite.com/cardinal

Catherine Chambers (Alpine, CA)
“As with iconography, where the viewer is called to meditate, contemplate and reflect, I use the visual as a spiritual
point of departure to both examine and question the constructs of culture and history, and how they inform our all
too brief journey in this material world.”
Born and raised in the midwest, Catherine Chambers has spent most of her adult life in Alabama and in Southern
California. She has a B.S. in Theatre and Interpretation of Literature, is a self-taught artist, and currently working
out of her studio in Alpine, CA.
catherinechambers.net

Carolyn Chema (Dayton, OH)
“My work focuses on the role of the individual with regards to the environment, climate, and community. Whether
a honeybee, a river birch, or a Midwestern artist, I am interested in the emergence of patterns from the smaller
actions of these single bodies.”
Carolyn Kay Chema is an artist residing in Dayton, Ohio. She holds a B.A. in Studio Art from Georgetown University
and a M.F.A. in Photography and Electronic Media from the University of Miami. She works in a variety of mediums
with an emphasis on processes historically dismissed as “women’s crafts.”
www.carolynkaychema.com

Anna Cho (Houston, TX)
“Through serial nonrepresentational paintings of conventional and personal objects, I search for the true act
of seeing and reasoning behind selective memory in order to appreciate ordinary and underrepresented things
in our life. This is an effort to accept the uncontrollable decay and distortion of our memories over time.”
Anna Cho is an artist based in New York, Houston, and Seoul who mostly works with acrylic paint on paper,
but not limited to one particular medium. She visualizes ordinary objects from her memories, inspired by her
frequent moving and experiences with flooding.
annahwcho.com

Chad Cleveland (Canandaigua, NY)
“My current paintings seem to be constructing and deconstructing all at once, indicating the transient nature of our
existence. Nothing seems to be settled in the image. Overall, the paintings embody my wonder of the human spirit,
and the indication of parallel experiences/worlds.”
Chad Cleveland holds an MFA at the Rochester Institute of Technology as well as a Masters of Science in Teaching.
He has exhibited for the past 20 years in Universities and galleries/studios. Currently, Chad resides in Canandaigua, NY,
and enjoys spending time outdoors with his fiance, daughter and two dogs.

Zoila Coc-Chang (Waltham, MA)
“My artwork consists of colorful, textured renderings of my experiences in learning, navigating my different cultures,
and the idea of where/what is home via nature. I’m interested in creating hybrid worlds of cultures by using species
of these respective places while playing with the visual and tactile experience of viewers.”
Chinese-Guatemalan artist, Zoila Coc-Chang, grew up in Hialeah, Miami, FL before she attended Brandeis University.
She received a B.A in Studio Art and Education Studies in 2018 and is currently a studio art post-baccalaureate student
at Brandeis. She is hoping to be an MFA candidate for the Fall 2020 semester.
www.zoilacoc-chang.com

Beverly Coleman (Clarks Summit, PA)
“By exploring landscape in an evocative abstract way, the gesture of my hand responds to capture a fleeting moment–
the passage of time and season. Rather than presenting a factual reality, I share my work as a record of an intuitive,
emotional response to the landscape experience.”
Born in the Mid-West, raised in New England, Beverly holds a fine art degree in painting and drawing from
Massachusetts College of Art, Boston, MA. Her work has shown in many regional and group shows throughout
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York & Pennsylvania. She lives in Clarks Summit, PA.

Bob Conge (Wayland, NY)
“My work is my only voice in this wilderness of noise.”
Conge’s work is known internationally and he is represented in public and university collections in the United States,
Europe, Japan and China including: Museum of Modern Art - Toyama Japan, Musee de la Publicite - Paris, Lahti
Poster Museum - Lahti Finland, Moravian Gallery - Brno Czechoslovakia, Colorado State University, International
Poster Museum - Poland.
bobconge.com

Michael Connors (Long Island City, NY)
“I work in oils on canvas and charcoals in a representational style, although I do not try for a photo-realistic effect.
I strive to create an image that grabs the viewer as a painting but clearly represents the subject and conveys a greater
message seen from below the surface.”
Michael Connors is a native of New Jersey. In 2000, he moved to the Lower East Side of Manhattan, he learned
with Jack Faragasso and Paul Lucchesi. At the Grand Central Academy Atelier, Michael learned the art of portraiture.
Currently, he lives and works in Long Island City, NY.
michaelconnors.com

Eric Conrad (Lawrence, KS)
“Figures, part-beast and part-human, struggle to regain a sense of identity and control within sensual, exuberant, violent,
and tender relationships. Heaps of figures are mixed-up, entangled, disfigured and forced into co-dependent communities,
fragile structures where there is potential for reconciliation and collapse.”
Eric Conrad studied at the Rhode Island School of Design were he received an MFA in Painting/Printmaking in 2000.
He has shown his sculptures, drawings and installations internationally, including exhibitions in New York, Colorado,
Massachusetts, Hungary, Poland, and New Zealand. Additionally, he has received a Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant.
www.eric-conrad.com

Jeanne Coogan (Metuchen, NJ)
“I use the tonal values of aquatint to express the fleeting play of light on woods and water in different seasons.
I am drawn to the technicalities inherent in the etching process; the multiple stages needed to create the image
on the plate are what fascinate when pulling the print.”
BA, Catholic University; etching with Percy Martin, Corcoran School of Art. Life Member, Art Students League
New York, studies with Sylvie Covey, Michael Pellettieri. Jeanne’s prints are in ASL and NY Public Library permanent
collections, and private collections in NY and NJ. Group show at Old Print Shop, 2018.

Kerstin Davis (Marshall, NC)
“My work is a reflection of the world we live in. I see what is happening at our boarder and am appalled. These children
who have been brought to our boarder seeking a better life have been met with cruelty and I fear will suffer lifelong
psychological trauma.”
Kerstin Davis enjoys sharing artist experiences as the visual art teacher at a rural Middle School in NC. Kerstin and
her husband John own and operate the Marshall House Inn outside of Asheville NC where during the summer months
she can be found in her studio painting and sculpting.
kerstindavis.com

Christina DeChellis (Canyon Country, CA)
“I make textiles because I love the expressiveness that you can achieve with fabrics. I developed my ideas through
deep introspection, and I translate them onto canvas through cutting, piecing, and stitching. Through this collage style
approach, I hope to compose my most eloquent interpretation of a particular subject matter.”
Christina DeChellis is a self taught artist, having over 20 years experience in the art field. She began her career
as portrait and caricature artist at Walt Disney World, and then used the skills that she gained to further her career
drawing caricatures freelance throughout Los Angeles.
www.christinasartworld.com

Alx Dockter (Vancouver, WA)
“My work reflects all of the various ‘low-brow’ influences I was exposed to throughout my earliest years as an artist —
action flicks, comic books, video games, album covers, and graffiti. This small work included came from my Inktober series.”
Alx Dockter is a queer artist residing in Washington state, and obtained their MFA in 2016. Their work deals predominantly
with the human figure, focusing on themes of camaraderie, kinship, and bonds. They particularly enjoy working with both
large-scale and mini-sized compositions.
www.alxdockter.com

Abel Dolby (Philadelphia, PA)
“With this series of drawings, I wanted the act of mark-making to become the focus. I’ve stepped away from drawing
observationally and have cautiously trusted my instincts to create the images.This cautious trust evolved into a more
meditative of expression that I’m learning to enjoy.”
Having graduated with a MFA in 2008 from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Abel is a Philadelphia based
artist, showing locally and nationally.
www.alxdockter.com

Lindsey Dunnagan (Kirksville, MO)
“This series explores the intangible world of the spirit and the boundary that separates us. Religion maps out worlds
of before and after death, but even the most secular are confronted these questions. What is the journey between life
and death? I am searching for what is felt but unseen.”
Lindsey earned a BED in Architecture in 2007. After college, she joined the Peace Corps and worked with artisans
as a Small Business Development Volunteer in Morocco. In 2014 Lindsey completed a MFA in Painting and Drawing.
Lindsey is the Assistant Professor of Art in Painting at Truman State University.
LindseyDunnagan.com

Dara Engler (Trumansburg, NY)
“These animals are artifacts of the human relationship with its environment. As with taxidermy and natural history
museums, these works blur the line between fact and fiction, teetering between real and imagined worlds.”
Dara Engler received her MFA from Indiana University. She was awarded a Joan Mitchell Foundation MFA Grant
and was included in New American Paintings. She received fellowships to the Vermont Studio Center, Millay Colony
and Saltonstall residencies. She shows nationally in galleries and museums and teaches at Ithaca College.
daraengler.com

Ann Marie Fitzsimmons (Freehold, NJ)
“While out on my daily walks, I come across transient things that for some reason, whether color, shape or texture,
they capture my attention. I refer to this series of paintings as Ephemerals. These artworks celebrate objects that
would otherwise vanish.”
Ann Marie Fitzsimmons captures moments in time that will soon be forgotten. She finds her subjects outside and
challenges the viewer to take a closer look at what has been left to fritter away. She was recently invited to exhibit
her artwork at the John F. Peto Studio Museum.
www.aroundthecornerartcenter.com/ann-marie-fitzsimmons

Eva Marie Fitzsimmons (Colts Neck, NJ)
“Each of my paintings is unique to a date, time and experience. Most often they are derived from photographing
out a train or car window and reinventing this possibly blurry instance into a defined, permanent object; a painting.”
Eva Marie Fitzsimmons has been working for the past few years on developing a collection of architectural miniature artworks
that explore the connection between abstract modernist composition and realism. Her paintings are typically derived from
fleeting moments in transit.
www.aroundthecornerartcenter.com/eva-marie-fitzsimmons

Faithanne Flesher (Syracuse, NY)
“Our effect upon the natural world is focusing the manner in which I am creating images. There is the observation
the edges, the destruction and reconstruction of the pieces that serve as a vehicle for thinking about what we are
doing to our environment.”
Faithanne has been both an educator and an artist for 45 years. One is not more important than the other. The two
ways of thinking and creating inform each other. She is currently rehabbing a log cabin in the woods. You can see the
influence of the trees/plants and weather that surround her.
FaithanneCarapella.com

Kelly Foss (Astoria, NY)
“In my art, I play with a variety of contours, contrasts, colors, and focus. I want the viewer to take notice of honest beauty.
A theme in my art is simplicity. There are exquisite complexities in the commonplace. You don’t need fireworks to start
a revolution; a whisper will do.”
Kelly Foss is a classically trained artist living in New York City. She teaches workshops and writes online ARTicles for
Drawing New York. Kelly has lived in Georgia, New Mexico, Vermont, Texas, Hawaii, and New York. Art has been her constant.
It gives her a thrill when she makes a painting feel tangible.
www.kellyfoss.com

Kathleen Friedrich (Trumansburg, NY)
“Coming from a printmaking background, I’ve been fascinated by the cyanotype process; an intriguing combination of simplicity
and complexity.If these small pieces evoke a moment of contemplation or introspection for the viewer, I will be pleased.”
Since growing up in Michigan, Kathleen Friedrich has lived and worked as an artist, designer and educator in various places,
including Detroit, New York City and Athens, Greece. Her work has been exhibited regionally and internationally and can be
found in several private collections. Kathleen currently works out of Trumansburg, New York.

Daniel Genova (Brooklyn, NY)
“With this work I observe objects both natural and man-made as a source of inspiration. I combine them in juxtaposition
to create new and poetic meaning through their unique relationship on the same picture plane. The small format tends
to produce work that is intimate and personable.”
Daniel Genova has worked as a professional artist in NYC for over 35 years. Genova’s work has been exhibited locally,
nationally and world- wide. It is in many private and public collections and has garnered articles of distinction and numerous
awards. Daniel currently maintain a studio in Brooklyn, NY.
www.danielgenova.com

Geoffrey Gilbert (Geneva, NY)
“I paint in the modernist tradition of geometric abstraction, with perhaps more attention to the expressive potential
of color and surface effects than is usually associated with that tradition.”
After a long career in college teaching, Geoffery is deep into a second career as an artist, with a studio in downtown
Geneva, NY. He frequently exhibits in Vermont and upstate New York.
geoffreygilbertart.com

Sage Green (Rochester, NY)
“There is a loneliness or absence that surrounds my works. Ultimately depicting a growing distance between the subject
and reality. Drawing inspiration from surrealism, I use my photographs as a way to understand myself and what our place
in this world is.”
Sage Green is a visual artist based in Rochester, NY. She obtained her BFA from SUNY Brockport with a concentration
in photography. She expresses ideas through her photography, mainly using herself as the subject. She explores themes
of loneliness and detachment through her portraits and the relationship within the space.
sagehelene.com

Xinran Guan (Brooklyn, NY)
“My approach to painting is inspired by the ambiguous spaces in fairytales, music and nature. My calligraphic strokes
and luminosity create intriguing landscapes that allude to the longing and fear to unknown places found in imagination
and dreams which I paint with an exuberant acknowledgement rather than cold, distant judgment.”
Xinran Guan was born in Beijing, China and she now lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. Xinran received her BA
from Bard College and BS from Columbia University in 2016 and her MFA from LeRoy E. Hoffberger School of Art
at Maryland Institute College of Art in 2019.
xinran-guan.com

Dan Harris (Yellville, AR)
“I have been working on differences between realism and abstraction.”
Has been at this for a while.

Matt Hepworth (St. Joseph, MO)
“My recent work focuses on urban and industrial deterioration, inspired by aerial photography. These neglected landscapes
and worn structures reveal a narrative about the working class in a Postindustrial society. As I study these landscapes,
I imagine forgotten stories and hardships reflected in the textured layers of structural decay.”
Matt Hepworth is an Assistant Professor of Art at Missouri Western State University (MWSU), teaching courses in Illustration
and Interactive Design. He has taught courses in 2D Design, Graphic Design, Intro. to Art History, and Illustration and served
as a Senior Designer and Illustrator in the industry for 12 years.

Catherine Howe (Hopkinton, MA)
“I am a New England based Pastel Artist. I am passionate about pastels because of their pure pigment and rich colors.
I draw inspiration from nature, both water and sky. I love the challenge of portraying the relationship between the shifting
atmosphere and the constant changes in the sea.”
Catherine Howe is a former Fashion Illustrator, Graphic Designer and Art Director for various Advertising Agencies
in Indianapolis. Currently she teaches art classes to adults with Downs Syndrome at Hopkinton Center for the Arts.
She was lucky to discover her love of pastel painting two and a half years ago.

Michael Hurley (Omaha, NE)
“The Western was the most popular film genre in American cinema history. It popularized, and even romanticized,
gun culture in our society, to the point that it eventually held influence in our contemporary legislation. My work aims
to draw attention to the violence and prevalence of firearms in American culture.”
Michael Thomas Hurley received his MFA degree from California State University, Chico in 2014 and BFA degree
from the University of Wyoming in 2009. His work explores the influences humans have on the natural landscape,
as well as the effect that earthly processes have on human constructed spaces.
michaelthurley.com

Tapan Jani (Edison, NJ)
“What started off as my internal method of exploring and understanding various paradox in my own nature has become
a series of 30 drawings exploring paradoxes and issues at various levels of the society. I believe art must be accessible,
physically and psychologically.”
Tapan Jani works as a lighting designer in Dumbo, Brooklyn and explores the thin line between art and design.
Originally from Mumbai, India he has a studied business and design as under-graduate and a master’s degree
in design from New York.

Erin Juliana (Brooklyn, NY)
“I create weavings and paintings that include filigree, architecture, geometric patterns, and medical diagrams.
These images are derived from my history of spinal deformity and fascination with the symmetrical elements
of decorative art. My work explores the tension between the organic and geometric that exists in my own body.”
Erin Juliana attended Maryland Institute College of Art for her BFA and Masters in Arts and Teaching and received
an MFA in painting from Brooklyn College CUNY. Juliana’s work has been exhibited at the 440 Gallery, the National
Art Education Headquarters, the VisArts Gallery, La Bodega Gallery, and Site:Brooklyn Gallery.
www.erinjuliana.com

Ileen Kaplan (Rock Stream, NY)
“I love the sensuous aspects of painting. Texture is so exciting to me. One of my favorite comments about my work
is that the brushstrokes are ‘delicious.’ I want my paintings to feel creamy, crunchy, gooey, tasty, delicious — a feast
for the eyes and all of the senses.”
Ileen Kaplan is an oil painter and mixed media artist living on Seneca Lake, inspired by the glorious region she lives in.
ileenkaplan.com

Alex Karpa (Brooklyn, NY)
“I am an artist living in the Brooklyn area. My work challenges the ways makers define ‘art,’ ‘design,’ and ‘craft,’
by exploring painting as a material exploration. By pulling textures, color, line, and shapes from my surroundings,
my process dissects the things we hold close in our visual world.”
Alex Karpa is an artist and art educator living in Brooklyn, NY. As a maker, she is interested in exploring how routine
creative processes can make room for storytelling, imagining and reimagining, and creating temporary ‘spaces’ wherein
we feel most connected to ourselves.
www.alexkarpa.com

Kevin Kegler (Buffalo, NY)
“This work is about relationships, obvious and hidden: relationship of subject to viewer, about metaphor, people,
the environment, and life. These paintings aren’t meant to be narrative but are made to create intimate connections
to the viewer, to be seen and felt, not read as a prescribed story.”
Kevin Kegler has been an active studio artist exhibiting sculpture, paintings, and prints both nationally and internationally.
He lives in Buffalo, NY and is a professor in the Visual and Performing Arts Department at Daemen College in Amherst, NY
where he directs the Sculpture and Graphic Design programs.

Emily Kenas (Geneva, NY)
“My current work in assemblage focuses on using disparate fragments of natural and other found materials. These works
evoke the origins of the material used at the same time as making new sense of things; imagery that is both irrational
and coherent in its own way.”
Since completing her BFA at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts/Tufts University, Emily has lived and worked
in New York City and upstate in Geneva, New York. She has shown work primarily in Massachusetts, New York City,
and upstate NY.
www.emilykenas.com

Joel Kerlan (Pittsford, NY)
“My photography is a way for others to learn how I see the world.”
Joel Kerlan started taking photographs upon retirement. He is an enthusiastic amateur.

Joe Klaus (Bayside, NY)
“Through painting and photography I seek to find the in-between of reality and daydreams. Consciously exploring
the unconscious to discover the deprived thoughts that never come to the surface; in-short communicating a basic
human emotion and allowing it to still have interpretation.”
Joe is a contemporary artist focusing on parallels of different themes in his work. His abstractions challenges viewers
to look past the image and focus on the emotion it gives. He seeks inspiration from the human form and the dialogue
that is created in-between simple emotion, desire, nature and form.

Paige Kleinfelder (New Castle, PA)
“Memory is selective and never replicates the actual event, but the reminiscence is still present and embraced.
The subjects of my work are everyday buildings and scenes: the physical memories of the cities in which they are located.”
Paige Hemke Kleinfelder is best known for her intricate oil paintings of abandoned structures in America’s Rust Belt.
Kleinfelder, who signs her work “Hemke”, has exhibited throughout the US. She is also a passionate educator teaching
classes The Hoyt Center for the Arts where she works is Assistant Education Coordinator.
paigekleinfelder.com

Ling-lin Ku (Huston, TX)
“My studio is a playground and an alchemy of the world where I play in-between the digital data and tangible materials
through digital fabrication. Using most local references including food, body parts, and products, yet through proximity,
scale, texture, display structures, and material, I upend our relationship to the known.”
Ling-lin Ku’s sculpture and installation work explores language, everyday life, play and fetish through diverse materials
and media. She received her MFA from UT Austin and BFA from Virginia Commonwealth University. Ling-lin currently
lives and works in Houston, TX.
www.linglinku.com

Elizabeth Lee (Cohoes, NY)
“The creative process is an experience that excites, inspires and rewards. I have always been interested in the arts
and have spent my life devoted to promoting and participating in art activities, events and organizations. My vocation
and avocation has been in the arts, a most satisfying lifestyle.”
Elizabeth Lee was born in Colonie, NY. She is a graduate of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY in advertising Design.
Miss Lee holds a Masters Degree in Art Education from Buffalo State University. She taught Art at Shaker
High School in Colonie until her retirement in 1983.

Tae Lee (New York, NY)
“While I am painting /drawing, I try to communicate with the model to feel their emotion. If I understand the model,
my painting catches their face better. It is the most wonderful thing in figurative art. My working process is meditation
and my paintings are a carefully observed negotiation.”
Taehyub Lee was born in Korea in 1984. She moved to New York in 2008 to be a portrait painter and attended
the Art Students League in NYC. She has had many group shows in America and Asia and also has an online solo
show coming up in December.
www.taehyublee.webs.com

Sue Huggins Leopard (Rochester, NY)
“Love, Old and New study #16 is the latest in an ongoing series of 39 artist books that have to do with introspection,
retrospection, chance, intention and love; then and now. This particular iteration optimistically evidences a joyful note
in spite of a darkening horizon.”
Sue Huggins Leopard has been making books and prints for many years. Leopard Studio Editions was established
in 2002 and operates from a restored carriage house in Rochester. LSE creates limited editions of poetry and the
artists’ book projects that range from the ethereal to the conceptual to places in between.
www.leopardstudioeditions.com

Anni Lorenzini (Chazy, NY)
“I travel along the painter’s path creating imaginative landscapes from memory and experience. My practice involves recall,
discovery and invention. I intend to make paintings that are hopeful, quiet and beautiful.”
Anni Lorenzini graduated from a small college in Vermont. She went on to study at the Vermont Studio Center and
was awarded a Resident Artist Fellowship. While at the Vermont Studio Center she visited with many renowned artists
and draws upon these conversations as she travels along the painter’s path.

Jesmil Maldonado Rodriguez (Edinburg, TX)
“The use of insects is how I represent the things that disturb me, my insecurities, my fears. The repetition of elements is
a way of controlling my anxiety, my perfectionism, but at the same time, it forces me to reflect, so I heal and condemn myself.”
Jesmil M. Maldonado Rodriguez was born and raised in Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. She pursued her bachelor’s degree
in Arts at The University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez. She is currently pursuing her degree at The University of Texas –
Rio Grande Valley with a concentration in two-dimensional work.
www.jmmrart.com

John Masello (Columbus, OH)
“These sculptures reflect my interest in material transformation and humor.”
Coming from a ceramics background, John Masello has always been interested in the physicality of the materials he works
with. John is currently based in Columbus, OH.
johnmasello.com

Geena Massaro (Palmyra, NY)
“These pieces specifically are small and intimate inquiries in familial relationships and how that dynamic can be composed
and portrayed.”
Geena Massaro grew up in Palmyra, NY and still resides there. She attended Pratt MWP in Utica NY as well as the better
known Pratt Institute in Brooklyn NY where she received her BFA in painting and drawing.

Thomas Matyas (Buffalo, NY)
“My recent works depict a place where time stands still. The images that attract me are geometric and architectural,
evoking memories of the industrial North Buffalo neighborhood of my childhood. Through the mediums of paint
and collage I hope to give these austere shapes a strange kind of life.”
Thomas Matyas is an award-winning artist from Buffalo, New York, born in 1969. He received a BA in art history
from Canisius College, and began painting seriously in 2014. Thomas is an Exhibiting Member of the Buffalo Society
of Artists, showing his work frequently in Western New York.
thomasmatyas.com

Nieko McDaniel (Washington, DC)
“Growing up, I was heavily influenced by graffiti and street art. Usually, my art focuses on people in their social state
and the roles they play in society. When I’m not making a social commentary, I am interested in manipulating material
unconventionally and creating layered environments as a picture plane.”
Nieko McDaniel is an artist born and raised in Southern California. Growing up, Nieko was influenced by graffiti,
street art, hip-hop, rap, and an urban lifestyle. In Fall of 2018, Nieko entered a Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art
program at American University where he will graduate in 2020.
www.niekomcdaniel.com

Theresa McTague (Voorheesville, NY)
“While using memories as a focus in my work, I create something that is universally identified with, even if the initial
story is very personal to my own experiences. Whether the stories are real or imagined from vivid imagery in dreams
or in real-life, the spaces are disjointed and unreal.”
Theresa McTague received her MFA from SUNY Albany in 2017. She currently teaches color theory and drawing
at Mohawk Valley Community College in Utica. She works small-scale with gouache and watercolor on paper.
theresamctague.tumblr.com

Claudia Mejia-Willett (Webster, NY)
“There are many components that contribute to my art process. For me, the emotional and tactile components are
essential and connect through every element of the printmaking process.The use of innovative techniques along
with traditional methods, allow me time to explore the endless possibilities and to express emotions visually.”
Retired special education teacher. Has a dual Master in Special Education and Art Education. Has been printing
for over 30 years.

Douglas Mess (North Tonawanda, NY)
“I paint in acrylics and oils. My style lives somewhere between surrealism and expressionism. But, in viewing my paintings,
you’ll find pieces that don’t fall into either of those categories. My best work is produced late in the evening while listening
to good music with a good glass of wine.”
Douglas Mess is an American painter who holds a Bachelors Degree in Design from Buffalo State College.
Solo exhibitions include Arkel Gallery in New York, River Gallery in New York, and Frame Gallery in Virginia.
www.dougmess.com

Sara Michalak (Dunkirk, NY)
“My artworks reference the sense of self and experience as a reflection of the natural world. Land/water/sky arising,
increasing, declining and returning...my perception of place and its processes shape the sense of knowing our
‘inner landscape’ as it develops over time. Identifying with place; insight.”
Sara Baker Michalak shows her art widely, including at American Craft Museum (NYC), the Cleveland Museum of Art,
and Burchfield Penny Art Center and Albright Knox in Buffalo. She holds a BFA from The School for American Crafts
(Textile Arts) in Rochester, and MA in Interdisciplinary Studies (Art/Geoscience) SUNY Fredonia.
www.sarabakermichalakart.com

Sandi Milford (Rochester, NY)
“Relationships of the Spine is my homage to the morphological traits present today in all living organisms that possess
a spine. Each brooch represents a trait found on the phylogenetic tree for vertebrate species. I worked through the traits
chronologically according to the evolutionary tree.”
Sandi Milford is a multidisciplinary artist living in Rochester, NY. With a background in biology and studio arts, she seeks
to convey biological forms in new and fun ways, while using traditional and new media to do so.
sandimilford.blogspot.com

Joseph Miller (Buffalo, NY)
“I focus primarily on the human figure depicted in environments that create a context for psychologically charged,
open ended narratives. Many of these narratives explore ideas about power and vulnerability.”
Joseph A. Miller is an Associate Professor of Art at S.U.N.Y. Buffalo State, where he has taught drawing and painting
since 1997. His work has been shown internationally in Finland, China, Poland and the Czech Republic, as well as across
the United States, from Berkeley, California to Cambridge, Massachusetts.
artdesign.buffalostate.edu/faculty/joseph-miller

Jeremy Moule (Rochester, NY)
“Every photograph represents a moment; whether the exposure lasts a fraction of a second long or spans several
hours, the maker is capturing a defined period of time. The work in this show embraces the spontaneity of the medium
and its ability to make a question or feeling linger.”
Jeremy Moule is a journalist and photographer living in Rochester, NY.

Kyong Boon Oh (Irvine, CA)
“Transcendent end is hidden in our own depths, waiting for the chance to occupy a conscious moment. I try to discover
the moment and reveal it through my art practice. The ambiguity of emotion where I carefully observe my slightest
unconscious gestures is the starting point of the creative process.”
South Korean-born Kyong Boon Oh received her BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 2002, and her
BS in Mathematics from Korea University in 1996. She is a founding member of SSGOC (Stone Sculptors Guild of Orange
County). Her studio is located in Santa Ana, CA.
www.kyongboonoh.com

Andrea Olmstead (Franklin, MA)
“After becoming a mother, I felt a deep-rooted fear for my children’s safety. However, I also began to recognize a primal
fury in myself to protect my children that matched the ferociousness of any alligator. This strength is an inherent power,
unburied and rediscovered, that all women carry.”
Andrea Olmstead received her BFA in drawing from Florida State University, and an MFA in sculpture from Massachusetts
College of Art and Design. Her primary focus is traditional figurative ceramic sculpture and drawing. She is an assistant
professor of art in ceramics, sculpture, and drawing at Fitchburg State University.
www.andreascofieldolmstead.com

Annika Olson (Scottsdale, AZ)
“I study and draw inspiration from the natural world, using materials like watercolor, graphite, or oil. Through the sciences
I have and will be able to better understand the human condition as well as its forms through biology.”
Annika Olson is currently a student at ASU, studying to eventually become a medical illustrator. Living in Arizona and
her studies, greatly inform the subjects and topics she encounters in her work.

Raul Ortiz (Chicago, IL)
“An active printmaker for over ten-years my paintings reflects the practice of layering, obliterating and gradually
focusing/refining a final image. Shooting hundreds of isolated compositions on walks around town these images
inform, and often-times unravel the images that spring out of the canvases as I add/peel away layers of paint.”
Ortiz lives and works in Chicago where he received his BFA from the University of Illinois in 2001. Exhibitions include
the University Club of Chicago, Evanston Art Center, National Museum of Mexican Art, the Rockford Art Museum,
and was selected to show in New York City and Tyler, Texas.
raulortizartist.wixsite.com/raul

Danielle Piloto (St. Charles, IL)
“Born in Chicago, Illinois, my paintings are expressions of life around me. My works are varied in nature but are mainly
figurative although I can’t resist painting dogs. I am mainly a self-taught artist, who briefly attended the American Academy
of Art in Chicago.”
Danielle is an artist with a passion for painting the human form. She accents her paintings with imagery from the natural
world – a form of symbolism which gives insight into the subject matter.
daniellepiloto.com

Steven Piotrowski (Rochester, NY)
“For the most part I’ve been involved in painting from life the past few years..”
So far Steven has been on a 50+ year journey to learn how to paint.

Joanna Poag (North Chili, NY)
“Binding Time are three-dimensional ceramic sculptures that explore structure, time, and entropy as they relate
to personal narrative. These structures have incorporated intuitive processes that reflect my experiences playing
with my kids; the accumulations revealing growth and movement that reflect my role as a parent and artist.”
Joanna received her MFA from the School for American Crafts at RIT and her BS from Roberts Wesleyan College.
She currently an Assistant Professor of Art at Roberts Wesleyan College in Rochester, NY.
joannapoag.com

Ernest Regua (Santa Clara, CA)
“The intertwining structures of both the man-made and natural environments inform the paintings that I create.
My interest juxtaposes elements of color, lines and shapes manifested in an optical play that references architecture
and biomorphic forms. The element of chance produces surprising results in an evolved process of space interplay.”
Ernest Regua was born and raised in San Jose, CA. He holds a Master of Fine Arts in Painting and Bachelor
of Arts in Painting from San Francisco Art Institute. He is currently a resident artist at Cubberley Artist Studios
Program in Palo Alto, CA.
ernestregua.com

Max Reinhard (Pawtucket, RI)
“Frequently painting en Plein Air and sometimes from photo reference, I explore form, light, and composition in my
gouache studies. My work draws attention to quiet places and hidden things, often focusing on the natural world.”
Max Reinhard, born in 1994, is an Interdisciplinary Painter and Illustrator living in Rhode Island. Reinhard completed
his BFA with honors at Montserrat College of Art in May, 2018.
www.rhine-art.com

Camille Riner (Custer, SD)
“Artist books are works of art realized in the form of a handmade books. My books open out to 3-D sculptures
with photographs, images, folds, pop-ups, flaps and words. My work features my poems, relief prints, photographs,
collages and drawings.”
Camille Riner has a BFA from the University of South Dakota and an MFA from the University of Wisconsin. Her books
can be found in many collections including the Massachusettes College of Art and Design and have been exhibited nationally.
camilleriner.com

Sidonie Merkel Roepke (Rochester, NY)
“The layering of colors, textures and secrets dominates Roepke’s work. Introspection is contained in abstract design
to create her works, telling a subjective story. She uses materials of personal significance to weave patterns of mystery.”
Roepke’s mixed media work have been exhibited in juried shows, internationally, nationally and locally. She maintains
professional memberships: International Society of Experimental Arts (Nautilus Fellowship and Signature Membership),
National Collage Society (Signature Membership), Surface Design Association, and locally in the Rochester Art Club,
Print Club of Rochester, Arena Art Group.

Ed Rosas (El Portal, FL)
“Drawing is a powerful and visual language. It’s communicative ability to emotionally influence the viewer inspires
me to illustrate stories that incite empathy. Creating illustrations that are inspired by true events, I amplify my truth
with the hopes of inspiring others who have remained silent about their struggles to relate.”
Eduardo Rosas, MFA, is an illustrator and adjunct art professor in Miami, Florida. He has is MFA from Florida
Atlantic University, where he studied painting. Before Florida Atlantic, he earned his BFA from Miami International
University of Art & Design.
www.edillustration.com

Erin Ruffino (Fredonia, NY)
“The Respite Series superimposing personal images from memory, associations, and popular culture onto deconstructed
portraiture. ‘Finished’ or fully rendered images blend with ‘unfinished’ line drawings embodying the idea of developing
identity as an indefinite, imperfect process. Comprised of lyrics and prose, the titles hint at the turbulent experience
of self-discovery.”
Erin Ruffino was born in Buffalo, New York in 1997. She lives and works in Fredonia, NY where she graduated
May 2019 Summa Cum Laude from the SUNY Fredonia with a BFA in Drawing and Painting. She currently works
as a freelance mural artist.
www.erinruffino.weebly.com

Helen Santelli (Rochester, NY)
“In these stressful times when the world feels fragile and struggles ensue, my art changed focus to what we hold dear!
Nature in it’s miracle of continuation may give us hope! The clay, that I may mold with my bare hands, gives me the feeling
of power over my environment.”
Helen Santelli grew up on a farm in Lyons, NY and married her high school sweetheart. She attended Pratt Institute
for 3 years, then received her BFA from Syracuse and her MFA from RIT. Helen’s work continues to reflect her interests
in the world.

K Sarrantonio (Brooklyn, NY)
“In this new body of small mulit-layer screenprints, I’m considering queer domesticity, and the formal aspects of routine
gesture and quotidian objects.”
K Sarrantonio is an artist from New York State. They hold an M.F.A. from Rhode Island School of Design and a B.A.
from Hampshire College. K has been a resident at Crosstown Arts, Signal Fire Arts, Kimmel Harding Nelson Center,
and Vermont Studio Center.
ksarrantonio.com

Michelle Schleider (Vestal, NY)
“Throughout time, a woman’s future was earmarked to be the primary caregiver to her children and not much more.
Times have changed. Now, some women choose not to have children, some have a career and children, and some
are still the primary caregiver. All of these options are acceptable.”
Michelle Schleider primarily paints the figure and portrait. She is a mother to two young children and consistently strives to
model that pursuing a personal passion and career, while being a nurturing parent, can be done. Reflection and growth are a
reoccurring theme in her work.
www.michelleschleider.com

Julia Schrecengost (Avon, CT)
“I am a multimedia artist working within printmaking, sculpture, painting, and bookmaking. I collect found objects
to use in my works that explore my experiences with chronic pain and surgery. I enjoy experimentation, and I allow
the processes I am working in to guide my compositions.”
Julia Schrecengost graduated with a studio arts BFA from Oberlin College in 2018. She worked as a studio intern
at Women’s Studio Workshop, participating in an exhibition in March 2019. She then participated in a residency
in Mexico City called Casa Lü in summer of 2019, with an exhibition in August.
juliaschrecengost.com

Kathleen Sherin (Buffalo, NY)
“Concepts that inspire and inform my abstract work include both external and internal forces and boundaries, They may
be, environmental, political, psychological or biological but always teetering on a balance between conflict and resolution.”
Kathy is an exhibiting artist who maintains a studio at Buffalo Arts Studio and creates her larger prints at the UB
print shop as part of the ePIC (Experimental Print Imaging Center) program. MFA – UB - Painting/Printmaking, ’85.
www.ksherin.com

Mary Ruth Smith (Waco, TX)
“Three Graces, a visual narrative of my making, celebrates time and place of head gear worn by women. Hand stitching
highlights, defines and stresses important topographies of the composition. The stitch is my mark-making tool of choice
because of the intimacy it presents in connecting the hand to art.”
Mary Ruth Smith, MFA in Fabric Design from the University of Georgia and a PhD in Art Education from Florida
State University, has exhibited in the United States, Europe, Asia, Australia, and recently, in the “7th WTO Biennial
of Contemporary Textile Art”, Montevideo, Uruguay and in “Scythia”, Kherson, Ukraine.

Victoria Smits (Eugene, OR)
“The artworks are part of a mother series that emerged from my work this past year, a collection of mixed media
collages symbolic to a rebirth, a beginning back to my creative process after a long hiatus. The collages in the series
reference finding order and making sense of motherhood.”
Victoria Smits was born in Chicago and spent her childhood in Rochester, New York. She received her BA in
art and English from Calvin College and her MA in education and creative writing from the University of Buffalo.
Her practice is focused on interpreting memory within feminist and maternal perspectives.
victorialsmits.com

Chris Stanton (Los Angeles, CA)
“I’ve been drawing and painting portraits for more than fifteen years of people who strike my fancy, including
hockey players, surfers and pro wrestlers.”
Chris Stanton is an artist and creative writer from Columbus, OH who lives and works in Los Angeles.
He has shown work in dozens of exhibitions across the United States.
www.christopher-stanton.com

Bill Stephens (Honeoye Falls, NY)
“My work is process driven and inspired by nature. I view the paper as silence and begin conversation by applying marks
and brush stroke of paint staying open to all that evolves.The circle “Centered Series” of paintings were developed late
fall of 2018 into the spring of 2019.”
After receiving his BFA from Layton School of Art, Milwaukee WI, Bill Stephens taught art at FLCC from 1969-71.
Obtained a Master of Science in Art Education from RIT, Rochester NY and was employed by Webster Central Schools
for forty years, retiring in 2014. Currently working full time as an artist.

Terry Svat (Vienna, VA)
“Houses that appear in my works, are structures that represent safety and security, or lack of those comforts, leading
to questions surrounding isolation, hopelessness, and connectivity. They are composed from collagraph plates, non-toxic
solarplates, assemblages made of printed images, complicated multi-textured constructions whose meanings are evocative
and highly personal.”
Terry Svat, a printmaker, exhibited nationally and internationally. With a MA in Art Therapy, she worked in the field using
the power of art as her tool. Chosen to be part of a prestigious Columbia University’s Art Cart program, her works were
catalogued, archived, and exhibited in Katzen Center Museum.
terrysvat.com

Vivian Tanga (Silver Spring, MD)
“My mission is proving the relevance of classical realism in the 21st century. I am drawn to the seeming contradiction of applying centuries-old tradition to modern themes. I find that the more I learn about imitating nature, the more I understand how to
deviate from it, ultimately transcending it.”
Vivian Tanga studied Chinese and Russian at Columbia University, but her true passion was art. After graduating, she sought
a rigorous full-time classical education, which she found at the Schuler School of Fine Arts in Baltimore. Vivian is currently
in her final year there.

Kerra Taylor (Springfield, MO)
“In the series of self-portraits, I am interested in mortality. As I grow older, I am confronted with old age and my personal
fear of dying. Like a nagging depression and heavy weight, this is how I carry that burden around with me.”
Kerra received her BFA from Missouri State University and her MFA from Southern Illinois University Carbondale.
She exhibits her work nationally and she has been featured in New American Paintings MFA editions #117 and #129.
As a Per-Course Instructor, she currently teaches drawing and design classes at Missouri State University.
www.kerrataylor.com

Julie Tesser (Brooklyn, NY)
“I look closely at plants, primarily cacti, succulents and flowers and view them and their components as little sculptures.
Their natural forms are inviting and I am fascinated by the act of their growth. I explore this notion of their life force
in my sculpture.”
Julie Tesser received her BFA from the Cleveland Institute of Art and has exhibited her ceramic sculpture nationally
and internationally. Her work is influenced by forms found in nature and has varied in size from large installations
to the very small and intimate. She lives and works in Brooklyn, NY.
www.julietesser.com

Fleur Thesmar (Belmont, MA)
“Family migration is not tourism, but a breakthrough into someone’s identity. Things you carry are part of yourself but make
you vulnerable to the changes. What if these objects became self-animated and observers, as phones are? If ‘to observe is to
control’, let’s create art for the sake of freedom.”
After graduating from Ecole Polytechnique and Imperial College, Fleur Thesmar worked 20 years in France in the tech industry.
Her arrival in the United Stated in 2015 triggered an ancient passion of hers: painting. Since then, she has exhibited in juried
shows in Boston, Arlington, Newburyport, Norwell, and Boylston.
www.FleurTdeFrance.com

Pedro Troncoso (Bronx, NY)
“We condition our natural essence as we reach adulthood; gradually, our honesty fades away. Therefore, instead of pretending
to fit in the traditional adulthood box, I’m challenging the social patterns that scare us and make us hide our deepest
thoughts from others. Currently, I’m rescuing the courage from childhood. After painting the realistic portraits, I give them
to my 9-year-old cousin with a “plan list” to pick her favorite ones and draw them freely with the oil pastels on the portraits.”
Pedro Troncoso. Visual Artist from the Dominican Republic (1996). Transitioning from Aviation to Arts, Troncoso’s life experiences build the narrative of his work; Art has been the answer to his curiosities and the mediator in the war between his
methodical social-conditioned side vs. the spontaneous one.
www.FleurTdeFrance.com

Myung Urso (Rochester, NY)
“My approach to creating artwork very much relies on my aesthetic instinct. As an observer of the natural world my main
themes in my bodies of work often directs to permutations of seasons of the year, growth cycles, the elements of water,
fire, and earth.”
Myung Urso was born in South Korea and received MFA degree in Fiber Art at Hongik University in Seoul, Korea. In 2006
she moved to the USA, settling in Rochester NY and became self-trained contemporary jewelry artist. She creates unique
one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces using mainly mixed media since 2007.
www.myungurso.com

Kirsten Valentine (Chicago, IL)
“I am a figurative painter. My work is seemingly incomplete, large areas are left white and unpainted, the environment is unseen,
paint is smeared, scraped, and wiped away. The final piece balances abstraction and academic portraiture in a way that pulls
the viewer into image.”
Kirsten Valentine is figurative artist living and working in Chicago. Recently she has exhibited in “Work@Play” at Zg Gallery
in Chicago, “Open Call” at Delphian Gallery in London, England and “Tiny Acts Topple Empires” at the Woskob Family Gallery
in Pennsylvania.
www.kirstenvalentine.com

Izzy Van den Heuvel (Red Hook, NY)
“‘Back in a Moment’ and ‘Early Riser’ are photographs of a model of the kitchen in my childhood home. It was a space
of solace as well as strife. Here it is in a moment of stillness.”
Izzy Van den Heuvel is a printmaker and multi-media artist, working out of the Hudson Valley. She uses images and text
to try to understand, and maybe encourage, connections between people.
www.kirstenvalentine.com

Ed Watson (Buffalo Grove, IL)
“‘I have been working on a series of paintings including doorways for a number of years. The “Thresholds” series,
as I’ve called them, has been an exploration of my personal spaces. Many of these have been small intimate works.
It’s been interesting to see them change over time.”
Ed Watson grew up outside of Chicago, IL. Upon entering college, Ed quickly turned from a Business Major to a study
of the Fine Arts. Much of his training was at the American Academy of Art and other local schools. Ed has recently
resumed painting after the passing of his father.
www.edwatsonsmallworks.net

Michael Willett (Indian Springs Village, AL)
“In the submitted images, advertisements and art reproductions from Artforum International are dissected and manipulated
into new abstract compositions. The published pages are reimagined through a reduction of elements, creating an uneasy
balance between open voids and static patterns, bleak horizons and tense edges.”
Michael Willett is an Associate Professor of Art at the University of Montevallo. He holds a M.F.A. in Painting from
the University of Cincinnati. His work has been exhibited internationally and acquired in private and public collections.
Recent Publications include New American Paintings, vol. 118 & vol. 142.
www.michael-willett.com

Michelle Williams (Wilmette, IL)
“My work evolves over time and reflects our innermost self. I combine various colors, textures. Patterns develop
as I work. I am concerned with inner emotions and feelings’. The thickly encrust surface of my work reflects
the many layers to each of us and the complicated nature of human beings.”
Michelle Williams has been a textile artist over thirty years. Initially as a weaver. she worked in embroidery, crochet,
basketry and finally beading. Michelle’s work has been exhibited throughout the US, is published in several books.
She has been involved in guilds and critique groups.
www.michael-willett.com

Margaret Wilson (Marion, NY)
“I’ve been grinding, squishing and boiling plant matter to make ink. Afterwards, I became fascinated by the interactions
between the inks. Hawthorne w/ Lye will change grape ink into a great green. Inks I have made are: Hibiscus flower,
Hawthorne, Grape, Packasandra, Bareberry, Acorn Caps, Oak Gall, Poke Berry, Bilberry.”
Margaret Wilson attended the medical illustration program of the Rochester institute of Technology, NY. She graduated
in 1999 with High Honors in Fine Art and then proceeded to illustrate botanicals ever since. Margaret has been part
of many gallery and private shows in both Pennsylvania and New York.
www.facebook.com/WilsonWatercolors

Denis Wogan (Cambridge, MA)
“These past few years I have been working in both representational and abstract imagery. In my recent work I am exploring
the relationships and influences between colors, shapes, and temperature; in addition, investigating the manipulation of shapes
and lines to suggest movement and spirit. Art is work; work is progress.”
Denis Wogan forever grateful to his parents for supporting his creative process; they were both children of designers and
were delighted to have another artist in the family. The images of Denis’ childhood sparked a journey that has only become
more urgent over time. There’s never enough time to create.

Beckett Wood (Rochester, NY)
“Our Pop Vintage series transforms vintage china into work that appeals to a new generation of collectors. This is done
by designing an image with pop references, applying it to the china, then re-firing it in our kiln. The resulting muted colors
and sepia image create a new functional piece.”
Cat Clay is owned by Beckett Wood, the reincarnation of our founder, Miss Clifton. Sabra is our sole employee, and also
works as a mediocre cat servant. Our cozy studio is in Rochester’s historic Hungerford Building . Off hours, Beckett hosts
a radio show about the visual arts, Graphic Ear.
www.catclay.com

Kristen Woodward (Reading, PA)
“My encaustic paintings on wood panel primarily explore animals in metaphorical relationships. These paintings hope
to examine dominion in the physical and spiritual sense, and express ideas of stewardship, companionship, and loss.”
Kristen T. Woodward received her BFA in Printmaking from Syracuse University, and her MFA in Studio Art from Clemson
University. Her mixed media works combine painting and print processes, and often utilize found materials. Woodward
is Professor of Art at Albright College in Pennsylvania.
www.kristentwoodward.com

Matthew Yanchuk (Long Island City, NY)
“Inspiration comes from the environment around me. My pieces have taken on aspects of architectural and also fabric
construction using texture as my decorative touch on the porcelain. There is an illusion that the piece may or may not
be functional, it is both at the same time.”
Matthew Yanchuk has been working in clay for over 40 years. Always trying to make work that’s fresh for him.
Looking for ways of expressing himself in his art.
www.mayware.com

Thaddeus Zygarowicz (Aurora, NY)
“In my spare time, I’m like a paleontologist, always searching for fossils, sea glass, rocks and other odd specimens
when I walk along the water’s edge or digging in the earth. As a gardener and naturalist, I am inclined to add them
to my collection and on occasion, paint them.”
As a BFA graduate from the School of Visual Arts, in NY, Thaddeus Zygarowicz’s focus at that time was on editorial
illustration. But since then, he has developed professional skills as a woodworker, baker and landscaper. Thaddeus
has drawn most of his life but more recently, he has enjoyed painting again.

