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About the Exhibition
This unique and wide-ranging exhibition includes work by 26 artists  

who have submitted to the Main Street Arts open call over the past 3 years.  

This curated selection of artwork consists of paintings, prints, drawings,  

sculpture and photographs by artists from our region and beyond.

Exhibition Dates: January 11 – February 14, 2020  

Opening Reception: Saturday, January 18, 4–7 p.m.
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Kathryn Bilharz Gabriel
“I explore gender, history, and place 
through drawing. Organic materials 
from places in my life intertwine 
with structures from patents of my 
male engineer ancestors. In the  

‘Diafem’ drawings, I’m evaluating 
physicality and history of the 

‘wreath,’ a symbol of feminine  
making and an invitation into 
a private space. Combined with  
historical mechanical drawings,  
gender roles within my family  
and experiences are on display.  
My process involves building  

miniature wreaths on wooden platforms of circumscribing nails. I reference  
the wreaths from observation and entwine patented inventions from my father,  
grandfather, great-grandfather, and great-great grandfather. The result is a bent, 
layered, illuminating space made with dizzying repetitive detail in an invented cos-
mic other-worldy environment, not unlike the imaginings of an event horizon 
spinning around a black hole, or an exploding fantastic energy.” 

Kathryn is an artist from Syracuse, NY, and the Art Department Chair at the  

Fayetteville-Manlius School District. Kathryn holds a BFA from The College  

of Saint Rose and an MFA from The University at Albany. She started her teaching  

career instructing drawing at SUNY Albany, and has been teaching at FMHS  

for ten years. Outside studio practice and teaching, Kathryn travels for exhibits  

and lectures on her work and consults for NYS Education Department in visual arts.



Domenica Brockman
“My abstract paintings explore  
geometry, color, surface and  
texture. Innovating with encaustic 
(pigmented wax and resin) on 
wood, I often interrogate the limits 
of ‘the square’ and grid by creating 
counterintuitive relationships among 
different panel arrangements.” 

Born in the U.S. and raised in Africa, she has been greatly influenced by hand woven 

textile craft, notably Kuba grass cloth weavings from the Congo, mud cloth from Mali 

and Phulkari embroidered tapestries from India. Her work fuses traditional handmade 

sensibility with minimalism and non-objectivism. Unplanned breaks in patterns and spots 

inadvertently revealing the presence of the human hand, inspire her. 

 

In Ithaca, NY, Domenica also owns, manages and curates the fashion collection  

at Petrune Vintage clothing boutique as well as art shows at The Petrune Gallery.  

She is also co-founder of Cayuga Arts Collective, a nonprofit for artists.



Christine Chin
“Sentient Kitchen examines the  
convergence between technology  
and biology. As the machines that  
assist our lives become smarter  
and more architecturally complex,  
they borrow increasingly from  
the biological realm. Sentient Kitchen 
takes inspiration from some of nature’s 
most ingenious engineering—the human 
body. While it is understandable for  
the human ego to cast suspicion on  
a challenge to human intellect, Sentient 
Kitchen products offer a non-threatening 
environment to explore the benefits  
of smarter, more sensitive solutions to 
our daily dining needs.” 

Christine Chin lives in Ithaca, New York and is an Associate Professor of Art  

at Hobart and William Smith Colleges. While her art is always evolving, she most 

frequently builds ephemeral sculptural objects in the studio that she incorporates  

into her photographic storytelling. Her art often makes humorous and ironic  

commentary on contemporary issues of technology and the environment.  

Her art works have been shown nationally and internationally, most recently at  

Beacon Gallery in Boston, Sense Gallery in D.C., and Site:Brooklyn in Brooklyn, NY.



Raymond Easton

“My inspiration for the last 30 years has come from a lifelong love for the natural 
world. My paintings are a byproduct of composition and execution, with the  
utmost consideration given to light, anatomy, and pure human sentiment.  
The mere innocence of the natural world is perhaps its greatest attribute,  
like the simplest stroke of the earth’s most divine masterpiece.” 

Raymond Easton has specialized in paintings of North American birds for more than  

3 decades.  His work can be found in private and corporate collections nationwide.  

He has been the featured artist at several juried exhibits throughout the Northeast  

and mid Atlantic states, and was named “New York State Wildlife Artist of the Year”  

on four different occasions.  He was commissioned by the NYSDEC to paint the  

1997 New York State duck stamp, and similarly petitioned to design and paint  

the National Audubon Society’s “Wildlife Conservation Stamps”, where he has  

painted 20 different North American bird species for conservation causes.



Jack Elliott
“I make sculpture that explores  
the relations between trees, people, 
and our shared biophysical  
environment. These ‘Arborworks’ are 
derived from parts of trees that have 
been naturally harvested or have 
been removed because of disease  
or construction. The sculptures often 
refer to an environmental issue, such 
as climate change or the depreciation 
of nature, but their primary purpose 
is to move the viewer though their 
form and surface. I work to expose 

the hidden beauty of these specimens, through strategic planar cuts and careful 
placements. Every project is different but they are all characterized by the intention 
to challenge ideas about the human/nature relationship through juxtapositions 
 of the geometric and the organic; the intentional and the spontaneous; the light  
and the dark. I do not force the material away from what it is, as a sign of mastery.  
I work with the material as it is, to allow its hidden powers to be revealed through  
a set of minimalist interventions.” 

Jack Elliott is an associate professor at Cornell University where he teaches studios  

on design and conducts research on environmental issues in the built environment.  

Since he began at Cornell in 1998, Jack uses the object situated in a real-world context  

to stimulate design discourse, pull technology, and create impactful interventions.  

He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Physics with a minor in sculpture at the University  

of Alberta (1978), as well as two Master’s degrees, one in architecture (1991) and  

one in product design (1993) from the University of Calgary. Over the years, Jack  

has won numerous awards for teaching, research, and design. Most recently, he has  

won recognitions for his sculptural works including a 2019 Trustees Award from the 

Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, NY, a 2018 Visiting Artist in Residence at the American 

Academy in Rome, a 2017 New York Foundation of the Arts Fellowship, 2015 Atkinson 

Center for Sustainable Futures Residency Fellowship at Cornell, the 2014 Leon Andrus 

Award for Best in Show from the Adkins Arboretum, and the 2013 Award of Excellence, 

also from the Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, NY. Jack has exhibited his work throughout 

the Northeast.



Kari Ganoung Ruiz
“I have recently found myself  
intrigued by small bits of the 
greater scene; corner of a building, 
edge of a marsh, little glimpse 
down that narrow path. I prefer 
to capture these moments en plein 
air - to represent the essence of 
that something which made me 
stop and go back.” 

Being raised at the edge of The Finger Lakes National Forest set the stage for  

Kari’s deep connection to the natural landscape. She’s been a decorative painter,  

faux finisher, muralist, and owned a framing studio with her husband. The couple  

now travels the country painting and photographing their adventure.



Robert Geroux
“As an artist and arts educator,  
my current work attempts to illustrate: 
fantasy/humor/despair and, (hopefully) 
a much deeper narrative. I am upcycling 
discarded remnants of toys/tools/ 
hardware and other ‘ junked pARTs’…
as sculptural characters, living in some 
bizarre post-apocalyptic world, surviving 
and adapting….to whatever humans  
left behind.” 

 

Robert Geroux has been an artist since childhood and arts educator, mentor and  

advocate, for more than 40 years. He holds degrees from Mohawk Valley Community 

College, SUNY New Paltz and RIT. Geroux’s teaching has been his most cherished 

experience and includes tenures at K-12 City schools, private child care facilities,  

suburban districts, community centered workshops-galleries and venues, as well  

as three different colleges and universities. He has also served as a gallery director  

and department leader in several of these institutions. Geroux continues to teach,  

sculpt and paint…but more importantly celebrate the arts in and around his life  

with friends, loved ones and colleagues on a daily basis.



Nancy Gong
“Bringing the human spirit and nature together,  
the energy and spirit of living things has always been  
at the core of my work. Inspired by the temperament 
of the East, lyrical abstractions of nature come to life 
through the use of line, color, texture and balance  
in a joyful contemporary voice.

I create unique living, breathing works of art capturing 
the ethereal, fluid and rejuvenating qualities of life. It 
is my intention that these free-flowing designs lead the 
viewer to their own conscious or subconscious visceral 
journeys echoing the spirit, energy and beauty of living 
things.” 

Nancy Gong, glass artist is a first generation American born Chinese American born  

in Rochester, NY. She creates architectural and fine art glass mainly by commission. 

Trained at SUNY’s Empire State College, RIT and with numerous glass and other  

maestros in the US and abroad, her widely published award-winning work is recognized  

for her fluid organic style.



Michael Gow
“During the past five decades of working with 
and studying photography, I’ve discovered 
that I most enjoy black and white ‘landscape 
photography’ in its broadest sense (natural 
and man-made)…often with an abstract  
feel…avoiding objective documentation.  
My images will (hopefully) engage the viewer 
into questioning just what it is that he/she  
is looking at. ” 

 

Mike Gow was born in 1949 and grew up in Orchard Park, NY. He graduated  

from Union College 1971 with BS in Psychology & Political Science and an MS  

in Education. He has worked as a middle school teacher, a commercial photographer  

with two agencies in Boston, MA and in Commercial Insurance…all while continuing 

photography throughout this 50 year period. He has been happily married for  

42 years and has two children and three grandchildren.



Brandon Hall
“I have always been fascinated with the past  
and the often times whimsical nature of our  
memories. My work is a mixed-media visual  
representation of that fascination. Using  
original antique photographs/imagery and  
collage art making techniques, I bring to life  
the people and places that have long since  
been forgotten. Through the use of layered  
texture, color and compositional elements  
on wood, I tell a new story for the forgotten  
faces seen within my work.” 

 

 

Brandon Hall is a hard working artist of many trades who places equal emphasis  

on both aesthetic value and concept. After receiving his BFA in Illustration at the Maryland 

Institute College of Art (MICA), Brandon developed a unique art making process of that 

fused mixed media and collage art making techniques. Through this multimedia process, 

Brandon discovered ways to incorporate fanciful narratives using a combination of early 

20th century imagery with a variety of two/three dimensional textural elements.



Jenna Howell

 
“The waterfall that once poured into a clear pond at my favorite hiking spot  
doesn’t even trickle anymore. This waterless waterfall is horrifying, but also  
strangely beautiful. The sun still hits the peek and glimmers off the sedimentary 
boulders bouncing from top to top until it reaches the now small mud puddle  
at its base. These striking scenes are catalyst to my current work that speaks  
to both the vast picturesque landscapes we see on postcards and the beauty  
I find in the decomposing vistas.” 

In 1994, Howell was born in a tiny town in the Finger Lakes Region of Upstate  

New York. From a young age art was always her favorite subject. Howell graduated  

from the University of the Arts in 2016 with a Bachelors in Fine Arts with a Concentration 

in Painting and Material Studies. During her schooling, Howell was a visual intern for 

Anthropologie and Top Buttons. She currently creates and resides in Philadelphia, PA. 

Howell has shown locally in Philadelphia in a solo senior exhibition and appearance with 

Fire and Air Gallery in a group show in 2017. She has also shown internationally in a three 

person show in Florence, Italy with artist Lorenzo Pezzatini. Her work has been featured  

in Champion of Empty Rooms Zine publications and Wunderkind Magazine. In 2017, 

Howell was the Ted Carey Prize Recipient. Howell currently is a resident at the Jasper 

Studios and represented by the UUU Art collective in Rochester, NY



Melissa Johnson
“I see my paintings as a reflection  
of experiences out in nature.   
They come in and out of focus,  
layered to bury particular images  
or passages, the way I experience  
a walk along a trail in the woods  
or sitting by the lake – a constant 
shift in my focus from the large,  
wide view, to the seemingly infinite 
pattern and collection of dots on  
a single rock.  I see the brushstroke 
and layered paint as a way to  
document space and the passage  
of time.” 

Melissa Johnson earned her M.F.A. and B.F.A. in Painting and Drawing from the  

School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  She also earned a B.S. in Rural Sociology from 

Cornell University.  She is an Associate Professor of Art at Cayuga Community College.  

She earned the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2019.  Her work 

has been exhibited at the Munson Williams Proctor Art Institute, Cornell University - 

Tjaden Gallery, Schweinfurth Memorial Art Center, String Room Gallery, Gallery  

400 and the Beverly Art Center (Chicago, IL), and Mahan Gallery (Columbus, OH).  

She received a Vermont Studio Fellowship at the Vermont Studio Center.



Matthew Knisley
“I’m influenced by the graphic 
arts of extinct, far-ancient  
cultures. Within my work  
I often render the content in 
a lateral view which alludes 
to the pictogram imagery 
of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
Similar to the artists, scribes, 
craftsmen and architects 
living along the ancient Nile, 
within my work there is a 
sanctified space for imagery 
brought about by visionary 
states of consciousness.” 

Matthew Joshua Knisley was born in Buffalo, NY. He studied at Alfred University  

under the late graphic designer Fred Troller. He is an award recipient of Steven Harvey  

Fine Art Projects, New York, NY at the 59th Chautauqua Annual Exhibition of 

Contemporary Art, Chautauqua, NY. His work is in private collections in the Northeast  

and Midwest and exhibits at Boxheart Gallery in Pittsburgh,PA. Currently he is creating  

an environmental art installation funded by The Puffin Foundation of New Jersey.



Jie Li
“Fire and Desire. Desire is the  
power of life instinct. But whether  
it is physical and psychological,  
the form of desire is not static.  
It’s like a fire, and more like wildfire 
or volcanic. I’d like to describe  
and express that the fire of desire  
is a driving force of life, but it could 
be the source of destruction too.” 

After graduating from Parsons School of Design. J. Li worked in CK Women’s  

Collection; later works as a Fashion Consultant and was reigniting her passion  

for fine art. J. Li has participated in exhibitions and has been the recipient of awards.  

Her works are in collections in China, Japan, Spain, UK, and USA.



Susan Mandl
“I am a maker. As a wise artist friend 
of mine once said: I make the stuff and 
leave it up to the viewer to determine  
for himself if it’s art. I’ve always been 
drawn to making things: drawing,  
collage, paper mache, mixing media.  
My studio is where I seek refuge, where 
the world lets me be. I go there and  
hope that a spark of an idea may show 
up. Often I’m just messing around.  
Very often things don’t work out. I have 
many half baked pieces lying around.

As most artists do, I collect stuff.  
It’s hard to keep it all organized  

but you never know when you might need an old cigar box or a pile of buttons.  
I’ll pick up an object, anything that may have possibilities. It helps to have  
a jumping off point, a point of departure. If I’m lucky I’ll start to get a certain  
intuition. Then I just go with it. Frequently I hit a dead end and I have to let go. 
Then it’s back to square one.” 

For 32 years Susan taught elementary school art. At the end of each day she was left  

with piles of children’s artwork to ponder. As she went through these piles some things 

leapt out. Children’s art is so fresh, uninhibited and unselfconscious. She finds some  

of it very inspiring. She keeps trying to get that looseness, those happy accidents into  

her own work. She owes those kids big time. 

 

Susan is also fortunate to have a few close friends with ‘good eyes’. These are the 

people who will take the time to look at her work when she can no longer see it clearly. 

The opinions of these few friends are invaluable. They cause her to look; to see with a 

perspective different than her own. Sometimes she takes their advise, sometimes she 

doesn’t but she always feels blessed to have these individuals in her life.



Matthew Mitros
“At the intersection of sentimentalism 
and kitsch, my small scale assemblages 
pay homage to the aesthetics of  
pop-culture, architecture, and nature. 
My arranged abstractions and collaged 
objects are informed by a desire to  
illustrate the sublime relationship  
between the natural and mechanized.” 

 

Matt Mitros was born in Philadelphia, PA.  After graduating from Penn State University  

in 2001 with a BFA, Mitros completed a post-baccalaureate from the University  

of Illinois and holds an MFA from the University of Washington. Mitros has been  

an Artist-In-Residence at Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts, the Archie Bray Foundation, 

and Red Lodge Clay Center.  In 2008 Mitros was an Artist Trust GAP (Grant for Artist 

Projects) recipient funded by the City of Seattle.  Mitros was selected as a 2013 Emerging 

Artist by Ceramics Monthly.  His work has been featured in Art in America, Art LTD,  

Clay Times, Ceramics Monthly, Maake Magazine, and City Arts Magazine, as well  

as the book 500 Figures in Clay.  Mitros’ work is in the permanent public collections  

of the National Museum of Slovenia, Bemidji State University, the Spartanburg Art 

Museum, the de Young Museum, The Hudgens Center for the Arts, the Fine Arts  

Museum of Florida State University, the Everson Museum of Art, and others.



John Nihart
“Steel is my medium of choice as  
I can manipulate it by forging, cutting,  
welding and grinding into any desired 
shapes. Incorporating wood into  
my recent sculptures and developing  
a relationship between the wood and 
steel has allowed me to explore new  
avenues of creative design, contrasting 
cool steel finishes with warm  
wood tones.” 

 

John resides in Canandaigua, NY where he creates abstract anthropomorphic  

sculptures influenced by nature, Asian, African, and primitive art. Since 1979,  

John has shown his work in numerous regional and national exhibitions  

and his sculptures are included in both private and corporate collections.



Margery Pearl Gurnett
“Art is my refuge. It rescues me from  
my busy mind and the difficulties  
of life. The process of making art draws 
me in, holds me, caresses me and heals 
me. It fills my spirit and brings me 
peace. It is where I can finally rest my 
head and stay true to my authentic self.” 

 

 

 

Margery Pearl Gurnett has been working as a professional artist for over 40 years.  

Her specialty has been focused in all aspects of glass work but she is now using many 

different materials and techniques which have culminated in the birth of these 3-D, mixed 

media pieces, which she calls “Constructions”.



Emma Percy
“I am an eco-artist whose mission is  
to develop intimacy with the more-
than-human world and to encourage 
others to do the same. Each project  
is rooted in observation of, research 
into, and communion with ecological 
processes and other beings that  
seem to have a story to tell to the  
human audience.” 

 

 

 

Emma Percy was born in Buffalo, NY in 1995. They studied paper-making, printmaking, 

and sculpture at Alfred University and received a BFA in 2017. Since then they have lived 

and worked in Buffalo as a screen printer, floral designer, and independent artist, and have 

recently relocated to Bristol, VT.



Zachary Pritchard
“My studio practice consists of sculptures 
formed from thoughts of shared personal 
experiences expressed through abstracted  
anthropomorphic gestures. I do this with  
little definitive characterization, conceptual 
aim or deep planned thought beyond a feeling 
of what should it be to have the viewer walk 
away with a sense of familiarity.” 

 

 

 

Zachary Pritchard lives and works in Buffalo, NY. He completed a BFA in Sculpture  

from Buffalo State College in 2011 and received an MFA from University of the  

Arts in Philadelphia, PA in 2014. He creates primarily in sculpture, but also makes 

drawings, prints, and paintings.



Nicole Reddington
“I am a landscape architect by day and 
an artist by heart. I spend a lot of time 
outside for work where I find inspiration 
for my art. Through my art I try to convey 
the ‘ feeling’ of a place, season, or memory 
in an abstract way.” 

 

Nicole is an abstract painter whose expressive style is influenced by her love of nature. 

Her work combines expressive marks, organic imagery and layers; balancing spontaneity 

with intentional marks. Her goal is to evoke the feeling of traveling through the memories 

of her inspirations, but letting the viewer decide what that was.



Lisa Saether

“I show up and start making stuff…each piece a part of a larger whole,  
creating a place to spend some time in. The doing is the thing…being  
in the flow, where time disappears…except for the birds and the bees  
and the dogs knees.” 

Lisa Saether received degrees in Printmaking at Swain School of Design and Cranbrook 

Academy. For 30 years she had her own line of clothing, L.A Saether, designing,  

printing and selling it at craft fairs before returning to fine arts in 2015, working  

in encaustic mix media.



Jill Smith
“Growing in the Finger Lakes, 
counting myself a veteran, 
mother, and retired Deputy 
Sheriff. Time is short, my art  
had been patient, but no 
more. Clay released me from 
restraints of the norm and 
structured expectations  
of society. Today I consider 
my work as whimsical  
sculpture as well as fun  
functional pieces.” 

Jill took her first wheel classes in 2018, in Rochester NY, at the Memorial Art Gallery 

followed by Flower City Arts Center.



Zachary Tate
“My works draws inspiration from  
the structural, internal, natural aspects  
of the corporeal form and natural  
elements in nature. My abstract  
sculptures intend to bring movement  
to Structure, to re-create motion  
and a fluidity that already exists  
within the static nature from which  
they are derived.” 

 

Zachary Tate is a sculptor currently residing in Seneca Falls, NY. He received  

his BA in Studio Art from Hobart and William Smith Colleges and is pursuing his MFA 

from Massachusetts College of Art and Design in Boston, MA. Zachary’s work is inspired 

by the movements and connections in the body and nature, and how we engage art.



David Thelen

 
“I paint the negative space around the object or focus of interest in my work.  
This leaves the frame work of the object and the shapes of color that fill  
the voids to help define the work.” 

David Thelen lives in the Finger Lakes region of New York and has been creating  

art throughout his life and has honed his skills though practice and teachings.  

David has a way of finding interest in everyday surroundings – the things that  

are always there that we don’t often stop to acknowledge.



William Wolf
“In my studio practice, childhood  
narrative and abstraction serve  
as a catalyst for bridging formal  
and conceptual concerns in  
painting. I am drawn to and 
explore moments that convey  
traces of uncertainty, insecurity, 
and fear, which feel speak to our 
deepest and earliest memories. 
I use abstraction and rotting 
fruit-like shapes as metaphor for 
childhood memories. By massing 
materials, shapes, and textures  
to describe the feeling of these 
recollections through the language 

of abstraction, I precipitate fragments of my psychology as I examine my personal 
growth since childhood.” 


