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About the Exhibition
 

A national juried exhibition featuring 36 artists from 10 states, juried  

by Steffi Chappell, assistant curator at the Everson Museum of Art.  

The themes of artwork included in the exhibition address the notion  

of complete freedom and/or being completely lost.

Exhibition Dates: May 1 – June 11, 2021  

 
Artists: 

Akiko Anzai — Keller, TX 

Sarah Ballard — Brooklyn, NY 

Monique Belitz — Questa, NM 

Chelsea Bendix — Geneva, NY 

Collin Blackmore, Earlville, NY 

Noma Bliss — Rochester, NY 

Katherine Brown — Rochester, NY 

Lisa Cain — League City, TX 

Kerry Dayton — Schenectady, NY 

Laurie Drake — Knoxville, TN 

Hannah Duggan — Amherst, MA 

Carolyn Enz Hack — Thetford Center, VT 

Ebony H. Flag — Watertown, NY 

Kaitlin Franklin — Canandaigua, NY 

Ronald Gonzalez — Johnson City, NY 

Carolyn Grady — Fredonia, NY 

Yen Ha — New York, NY 

William Holowka — Rochester, NY

Hannah Jeremiah — Fayetteville, AR 

Adam LaPorta — Rochester, NY 

Sue Leopard — Rochester, NY 

J.(Jie) Li — Brooklyn, NY 

Bachrun LoMele — Pinehurst, CA 

Geena Massaro — Canandaigua, NY 

Kristina McComb — Gill, MA 

Philip Palmieri — Loudonville, NY 

Ken Reker — Swampscott, MA 

Judy Rosenberg — Rochester, NY 

Kari Ganoung Ruiz — Interlaken, NY 

Michael Shoemaker — North Rose, NY 

Rebecca Spilecki — Wilton, ME 

Jean Stephens — Honeoye Falls, NY 

Rebecca Strohm — Middleboro, MA 

Lynn Szymanski — Rollinsford, NH 

D. Dargan Teska — North Rose, NY 

Michele Vair — Newark, NY



Akiko Anzai (Keller, TX)

“A man’s face is a mystery. It hides  
his entire life behind his skin.  
His silence invokes questions that  
are never answered. But his face  
itself can tell many stories without 
voicing a word.”

Studied drawing under Ellen Soderquist 
in TX. Painting in Brookhaven college 
and Tarrant County College. Mainly,  
self studied. Now taking Zoom class  
at Art Student League of NY under  

Max Ginsburg. 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Ballard (Brooklyn, NY)

“Concerned with elapsed time and 
our perceptions of it, I manipulate 
the tactile qualities moving images 
to summon visualities of dream and 
recollection. I make films, single- 
channel videos, and multi-channel 
works that embody the fluidity of 
memory and abstract the passage  
of time.”

Sarah Ballard is a filmmaker and video 
artist based in Brooklyn. Since receiving 
her BFA in film, she has concentrated 
her focus on video as a material object—
developing DIY techniques to author 
time-based work.



Monique Belitz (Questa, NM)

“In 2015 my heart went out to all the  
Syrian refugees trying to reach Greece or 
Italy. In my work I imagined their despair, 
their clinging to life on rickety boats, only 
to have their hopes dashed when they 
were refused entry and forced into  
a life of no hope.”

I was born in the Netherlands, received  
my undergraduate degree from the Ludwig-
Maximilian University in Munich, Germany, 
and moved to the US In 1986. In 2010  
I received my MFA in New Mexico. I retired 
from teaching in Nebrask in 2018, and 
returned to New Mexico as a full-time artist. 

 

 

 

Chelsea Bendix (Geneva, NY)
“This piece is part of a series that I’m 
working on inspired by animals and 
their movements in nature. I’ve also been 
exploring the use of recycled materials 
within this project, both for economic 
and environmental reasons.”

My name is Chelsea, and I am an artist living 

locally in the Finger Lakes area. I have a 

degree in photography from The Fashion 

Institute of Technology, but enjoy working in 

many mediums. I currently work as a display 

artist for “Anthropologie” in Victor, NY.



Collin Blackmore (Earlville, NY)

“I take pride in the quality of my  
craftsmanship. It provides a framework 
for my creativity and is like my signature.
While my work reflects my training and 
expertise in industrial techniques, I also 
draw my inspiration from the shapes, 
balance, and forces of nature.”

Collin is trained as a jeweler, welder, and 

machinist, and has worked in engineering 

and custom metal fabrication shops. Several 

years ago, he returned to making things  

of his own design. Everything he makes  

is hand crafted, starting with plain sheet 

metal, wire, and various steel bar. 

 

 

 

Noma Bliss(Rochester, NY)
“Since 2008 Noma has focused her 
creativity on producing fine art for  
galleries, private buyers, and corporations. 
Her art comprises a body of work directing 
the viewer to connect with nature  —  
trees, animals, plants and most of all,  
humans. Through color and design  
her work conveys a sense peace.”

Noma has worked as an artist/illustrator 

for over 30 years. Her many clients have 

included the London Times, Harvard 

Business Review, The Guardian, Psychology 

Today, McGraw Hill, Essence, The LA Times, 

Business Law Today and many others.



Katherine Brown (Rochester, NY)

“I work with watercolor paint and am 
inspired by small details in nature and 
the way objects change over time. I have 
recurring themes throughout my work  
of memories, identity, erosion, and aging.”

Katherine received her MFA from Boston 

University in 2010 and a B.A. in Art 

Education from Mercyhurst University  

in 2006. She has been teaching visual art 

K-12 in the public schools for 14 years and 

is currently a middle school art teacher  

in the Pittsford Central School District. 

 

 

 

Lisa Cain (League City, TX)
“Painting is my passion. I utilize my art 
to provide an overview and a pictorial 
demonstration of the values and charac-
ter of individuals who surrounded me in 
Canton, MS. They were proud, brilliant, 
hard working, strong, loved each other 
and God. I call my art “art of the spirit”.

Lisa D. Cain, Ph.D., a native of Canton, 

Mississippi is a self-taught artist. She is the 

associate dean for professional development 

and faculty affairs and professor at the 

UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry.  

She has recently incorporated her folk art 

into a mixed media format.



Kerry Dayton (Schenectady, NY)

“This great voyage. The creative process 
and the creation has become a testament 
of my story. Authentic art that expresses 
a piece of the past. The act of creating 
these has materialized and memorialized 
the moving away from the past and  
creating the journey of my own.”

Kerry Dayton is a seasoned artist, 

decorative painter and muralist. A graduate 

of Alfred University with a BFA in Fine Arts, 

Kerry has continually worked expressing 

herself and improving her craft. Kerry has 

had the pleasure of working on lace designs, 

medical illustrations, local theatre sets,  

and a Museum installation. 

 

 

Laurie Drake (Knoxville, TN)
“Beauty in every day life is what I am 
compelled to capture in my work.”

Laurie Drake is a minimalist photographer 

who focuses on nature and architecture. 

Photography is a way for her to capture  

the emotion and beauty of a moment.



Hannah Duggan (Amherst, MA)

“I am interested in the translation of  
experiences that occur when printing 
digital imagery on porcelain. Digital  
information constantly shifts, updates, 
and refreshes. Despite its fragility, clay  
is an archival and tactile material.  
This materiality enables me to engage 
with my interest in the effect of  
technology on human experience.”

Hannah Duggan is an artist and  

MFA candidate at the University of 

Massachusetts-Amherst. She received  

her BFA from the University of Georgia, 

attended the Chautauqua School of Art and has shown work regionally and nationally 

throughout the United States. 

 

 

Carolyn Enz Hack 
(Thetford Center, VT)

“I approach fine art as an experiment 
with metaphor and media, regardless  
of subject, embracing tradition while 
engaging new materials and methods, 
looking for interesting outcomes to  
exploit for the current vision taking 
shape. I’m drawn to repetition, geometry 
and pattern as nature exhibits them in 
imperfect and transformative ways.”

Carolyn Enz Hack grew up on a farm in NW 

New Jersey, holds a BFA in theatrical design 

and, following ten years in the theatre and 

film industry in Seattle, moved to a farm 

in Thetford Center, Vermont. Her paintings 

and sculpture explore concepts of societal, 

scientific, or philosophical nature.



Ebony Flag (Watertown, NY)

“The art I make is created to bring  
a greater awareness to matters of  
social justice, and to help break social 
stereotypes. The goal of my art is not only 
to inspire but amplify the voices of the 
marginalized, giving them space to tell 
their narrative. Oppression is rooted in 
robbing others of their agency and voice. 
Liberation is the work of giving agency 
and voice back; I believe art can and does 
play a part in making this happen.”

Alumna—Moore College of Art and Design 

Current student at Syracuse University’s Art 

Therapy Graduate Program. 

 

 

 

 

Kaitlin Franklin (Canandaigua, NY)
“In my photography I focus on the  
concepts of being discursive, reflexive, 
and the inwardness of the human  
condition and the emotions that it elicits.  
I think it can be interpreted as our  
vulnerability and how much we all  
are lost in this world.”

Kaitlin Franklin is a native of upstate New 

York, a grad student, and a published poet/

photographer. In her free time enjoys doing 

photo documentaries about women and their 

struggles with body, depression, and trauma.



Ronald Gonzalez (Johnson City, NY)

“I work with the strange worldly character 
of things that have universalized aspects 
of humanity that can be internalized. 
One is continuingly remixing the external 
with inner struggles and obsessions 
through the immediacy of the materials 
at hand to evoke damage, and the wear 
and tear of life.”

Ronald Gonzalez is a contemporary sculptor, 

assemblage artist known for generating 

bodies of work that explore the intersession 

between found objects and figuration. 

At the core of the artist’s practice is the 

complex fusion of time worn materials that 

blend personal memories and histories into 

proliferations of assemblage figures. 

 

 

Carolyn Grady (Fredonia, NY)
“Feeling adrift? Being sucked into a tunnel 
towards….? Waves crashing on rocks, 
wandering in a fog? Through internal 
reflection and observation, my paintings 
reflect the tension between life and 
nonlife, reality and otherworldly, mystery 
and fact. Abstraction in objects and the 
interaction of masses, both large and 
small, interests me.”

Carolyn is an award-winning oil painter who 

grew up on the Jersey shore. She received 

an M.A. in English Literature from SUNY 

Fredonia, where she taught writing and 

literature for eight years. A published poet 

and certified yoga teacher, her painting  

is deeply influenced by both practices.



Yen Ha (New York, NY)

“I use repetitive, small gestures to build 
landscapes based on the memory of time 
and place. The drawings are abstracted 
scenes of mountains, seascapes and 
natural forms. The abstract and delicate 
line work imbues my work with a longing 
for places once traveled while conveying 
dreams of vistas yet undiscovered.”

Yen is an architect, artist and writer.  

Born in Saigon, she lives in New York City, 

where she co-founded Front Studio, an 

architecture firm. Yen has been awarded 

residencies by the Banff Centre for Arts  

and Creativity, MASS MoCA, L’AiR Arts  

and Trestle Art Space. 

 

 

 

William Holowka (Rochester, NY)
“The 19th century novel Three Men in  
a Boat has been a favorite of mine, with 
its humor and perceptive insights into 
human behavior The sub-heading  
of the 2nd chapter came to mind  
as I learned of the exhibit Adrift— 
We are afloat, afloat in an open boat.

A Rochester native, I have been an active 

artist since the late 1970s, both on a 

personal & professional level.



Hannah Jeremiah (Fayetteville, AR)

“These drawings reflect a process of layering 
images from my surroundings. I work  
without a plan because so memories that 
exist below my conscious awareness can 
become articulated in the work. Through 
describing each drawing in words, I gain 
insight into my own psychology, memory, 
and perception of my body.”

Hannah Jeremiah was born in Van Buren, 

Arkansas. She currently lives in Fayetteville, 

Arkansas where she works across a variety of 

media. Recent group exhibitions include Her 

Voice at The District Galleries in Fort Smith, 

Arkansas; and The March Show at Paseo Arts 

District in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

 

 

 

Adam LaPorta (Rochester, NY)
“Through my unique viewpoint, I capture 
the magnitude of the landscape with 
all its myriad texture, color and detail. 
Glistening light across the water’s surface, 
the action and force of wind and waves 
crashing together in a storm, frigid  
temperatures outside in the dead  
of winter energies are captured.”

I am a Fine Art landscape photographer 

from Upstate New York. Though I have 

traveled to many parts of the world, I have 

always kept a place in my heart for the Great 

Lakes and the Finger Lakes Region. Nature 

has always grounded and guided me.



Sue Leopard (Rochester, NY)

“This Emily Dickinson poem refers not  
only to the season of the year, with leaves 
and blossoms entering into a swirling,  
eddying red river but to the bloodied  
Civil War battlefields. Painfully, division 
brews again now; from Charlottesville  
in 2017 to the January 6th insurrection  
on the US Capitol.”

Sue Leopard is a book artist and  

printmaker/ proprietor of Leopard Studio 

Editions in Rochester NY, Her work is  

held in major public and private collections  

in the US and abroad. 

 

 

 

J.(Jie) Li (Brooklyn, NY)
“Traditional Chinese scholars like to 
express their feelings through beautiful 
depictions of nature. Unlike the odes  
to beautiful nature of the past, I hope to 
call attention to the current destruction 
of nature, perhaps in turn as a reflection 
of the inner decay of man.”

J. Li is a contemporary artist based in NY. 

After graduating from Parsons School of 

Design, she worked as a Fashion designer 

before returning to fine art. Since then,  

J. Li has exhibited internationally. Paintings 

are figurative and symbolic, delving into the 

varied elements of human nature through 

delicate brushstrokes.



Bachrun LoMele (Pinehurst, CA)

“Seeking the oblique.”

Through art schools, an illustration career, 

and now 20 years in relative isolation in the 

Central Sierras of California, I have pursued 

a long course of prodding my own future into 

existence, through art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geena Massaro (Canandaigua, NY)
“The self might be exploded- existing in 
time as every version of itself at once. 
These selves might still hold traumas or 
joys that influence the others. They might 
send off waves from the big, subconscious, 
sleepy sea to each other just to tell the 
future what the past needs.”

Geena Massaro is an artist currently  

living in Canandaigua NY. Geena received 

her BFA in drawing and painting from  

Pratt Institute in 2016.



Kristina McComb (Gill, MA)

“Even imperfection itself may have  
its ideal or perfect state.”  

—Thomas de Quincey

Kristina McComb is an interdisciplinary artist 

from Western Mass. She holds an A.S in 

Visual Art with a Photography Concentration 

from Greenfield Community College, MA 

(GCC), where she graduated with distinction  

in art, and a BFA from the School of the 

Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Palmieri (Loudonville, NY)
“Fascinated by color, composition and 
texture, I experiment with these elements 
while exploring the dichotomy between 
the beauty and brutality of the human 
form. I strive to depict stark contrasts, 
pairing portraiture with illness and  
isolation, war with weddings, disease 
with humor and the human body both  
fit and afflicted.”

Although not formally trained, Philip J Palmieri 

has studied under a host of artists in Albany, 

NY, Minneapolis, Dallas and Austin, Texas, 

Tuscany and Cape Cod. His work has been 

shown in numerous local, regional and national 

group and solo shows. Several of his oil 

paintings are in private collections.



Ken Reker (Swampscott, MA)

“I had begun my sabbatical in Spring  
of 2020, just as the pandemic began.  
Sabbatical offers an opportunity for  
self-reflection about my process and work. 
Over many years as an artist and educator, 
I understand the power of art making  
as an activity that is unique in keeping  
one present-minded.”

Ken Reker, Professor in the Art + Design 

Department and Director of the Winfisky 

Gallery at Salem State University, received his 

MFA in sculpture from the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago and a BFA in drawing and 

printmaking from the University of Louisville. 

View Reker’s website at kenreker.com. 

 

 

 

Judy Rosenberg (Rochester, NY)
“Through my relationship with clay,  
I explore design, texture and form.”

“I grew up in Rochester, surrounded by the art 

created by my father and his friends. After 

painting for many years, I began my journey  

in clay in 2017. 

 

“Art enables us to find ourselves and lose 

ourselves at the same time.”- Thomas Merton



Kari Ganoung Ruiz (Interlaken, NY)

“I have recently found myself intrigued by 
small bits of the greater scene; the corner 
of a building, edge of marsh, little glimpse 
down that narrow path. I prefer to capture 
these moments en plein air - to represent 
the essence of that something which made 
me stop and go back.”

Being raised at the edge of The Finger Lakes 

National Forest set the stage for Kari’s deep 

connection to the natural landscape. She’s 

been a decorative painter, faux finisher, 

muralist, and owned a framing studio with her 

husband. The couple now travels the country 

painting and photographing their adventures. 

 

 

 

Michael Shoemaker  
(North Rose, NY)

“I enjoy making images of various  
natural and man made subjects,  
utilizing different types of film  
and digital cameras.”

I have been photographing since my teens 

years, when I was introduced to the B&W 

darkroom at my family’s weekly newspaper. 

Since then, any number of cameras have 

accompanied me on my travels, both near  

and far.



Rebecca Spilecki (Wilton, ME)

“In print, I investigate structures of  
oppression, power, and privilege, looking 
at a wide array of social justice concerns. 
Sculpturally, I generally explore  
the female body, often focusing on  
reproduction, maternity, or deliberate ama-
ternality. I tend towards solidity  
in physicality, towards intimate but  
largely asexual portrayals, frank  
and often unpretty.”

Rebecca Spilecki is a sculptor, printmaker, 

poet, and educator. Her work investigates 

structures of oppression, power, and privilege, 

often focusing on reproduction, maternity, or 

deliberate amaternality. In 2020 she was a Featured Artist on Campus at UMaine Farmington 

as well as being in residence at A.I.R. Studio Paducah. 

 

 

Jean Stephens (Honeoye Falls, NY)
“My artwork is inspired by nature’s sensuous, 
curvilinear forms, dark, mysterious crevices 
and richly textured surfaces. From the direct 
experience of combing a rocky beach at low 
tide or wandering in the woods, what  
I discover is used to convey a narrative  
complementing my journey of personal  
and spiritual growth.”

A Rochester, New York native, Jean K Stephens 

received a Bachelor of Fine Arts and Masters 

in Art Education from Rochester Institute of 

Technology. Her art work has been selected  

for national juried exhibitions, and are included 

in private and corporate collections. She lives  

in Honeoye Falls, NY.



Rebecca Strohm (Middleboro, MA)

“These are inspirational pieces that depict 
winding up someplace unexpected. It’s not 
obvious where it’s going but we can tell 
where it’s been.”

Rebecca Strohm is born and raised in 

Upstate NY. She has always had a passion 

for photography and capturing memories  

for people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Szymanski (Rollinsford, NH)
“I am interested in the small quiet details 
that permeate daily life. Giving form  
to these details has led to a continued  
exploration of intimately scaled sculptures 
and the potential for small, everyday  
forms to convey profound emotions.”

Lynn has been working with wood for over 

twenty-five years following in the footsteps 

of her grandfather whose tools she still uses 

daily. She has an MFA from San Diego  

State University and currently works 

alongside a community of artists in the  

mill town of Rollinsford, New Hampshire.



D. Dargan Teska (North Rose, NY)

“All the world is a canvas waiting to  
be interpreted by an artist. I work  
with a variety of media to share my  
visual interpretations of the world  
as I experience it.”

I’ve been a visual artist since I could hold  

a crayon. After 6 years of college pursuing 

a degree in the arts, I became a high school 

art teacher; my students ended up teaching 

me as much as I hope I taught them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele Vair (Newark, NY)
“The inspiration for my work comes  
from observing the world around me.  
My photographs provoke viewers to take  
a closer look, and to ponder the image  
in front of them. Some make a statement, 
but most tell a story.””

Michele Vair is a visual artist who shares  

a home in Newark, NY with husband John 

and cats, Rudy and Fleur. Her work has 

currently been part of the 2020 Small  

Works Show at Main Street Arts Gallery,  

and the 2020 Made In New York Exhibit  

at Schweinfurth Arts Center.


